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10	Things	I	Wish	Jesus	Never	Said	–	Part	5	

Mastering	Money	

“You	Cannot	Serve	God	and	Money”		

24	July	2016	

Ross	Lester	

	

Proposition	Statement:	

You	cannot	serve	God	and	money,	but	you	can	serve	God	with	your	money.	The	best	way	

to	do	that	is	foster	an	attitude	of	stewardship	and	to	let	that	drive	us	towards	

contentment	and	generosity.	

	

	

• Week	5	of	10	Things	I	Wish	Jesus	Never	Said.	

• Hope	it	has	given	you	a	greater	love	for	Jesus,	a	greater	desire	to	do	what	he	says,	

and	a	greater	humility	and	dependency	as	you	realize	that	you	don’t	really	have	the	

power	to	do	what	he	says.	

• This	week	Jesus	will	wander	in	where	angels	fear	to	tread.	To	be	fair,	he	is	in	charge	

of	angels	and	so	he	doesn’t	really	worry.	Jesus	is	going	to	teach	us	about	the	power	

of	money.	He	is	going	to	say	that	it	is	so	powerful	that	it	is	possible	that	it	becomes	a	

replacement	for	God	in	our	lives.	An	alternate	God.	A	cruel	and	horrible	God.	

• Thing	about	money	is	that	no	one	wants	to	talk	about	it	but	everyone	needs	to	talk	

about	it.	Literally	everyone	needs	it.	

o It	is	a	great	leveler	and	a	great	divider.	

§ The	rich	and	the	poor	think	about	it.	In	fact,	biblically,	the	rich	might	

have	a	harder	time	with	it	than	the	poor,	but	the	poor	aren’t	in	any	

way	immune	from	the	love	of	money.	

§ The	gap	between	the	rich	and	the	poor	is	wide	in	South	Africa	and	so	

it	becomes	a	source	of	insecurity	and	coveting,	and	that	drives	people	

away	from	each	other.	

o It	seems	to	me	that	is	has	become	an	acceptable	sin	in	the	church	to	waste	it.	

o It	has	major	spiritual	consequence.	
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§ When	Jesus	speaks	about	money,	he	speaks	about	eternity	in	ways	

that	make	it	clear	(we	will	look	at	it	later)	that	the	way	we	treat	it	now	

has	impact	not	just	now	but	rolling	on	into	the	next	life.	

o Many	of	us	are	really	struggling,	probably	secretly.	

§ My	desire	today	isn’t	to	crush	you	further,	but	maybe	to	open	your	

eyes	to	what	is	actually	going	on.	

	

	

• Jesus,	on	a	few	occasions	in	the	gospels,	presents	this	remarkable	tension	and	

choice.	You	can	serve	God	or	you	can	serve	money.	You	can’t	serve	both.	

• In	order	to	do	that,	he	told	one	of	the	strangest	parables	ever.	We	are	going	to	need	

some	help	as	we	read	it.	

• Just	a	couple	of	interpretative	tools	for	parables	as	we	go:	

o Parables	usually	have	one	main	teaching	point.	To	get	lost	in	the	detail	of	the	

characters	is	not	the	way	they	were	told	and	not	how	they	are	meant	to	be	

interpreted.	

o The	characters	are	often	descriptive	of	some	sort	of	behavior	and	not	

prescriptive	of	ideal	behavior.	

o They	are	filled	with	irony,	sarcasm,	wit	and	surprise	twists.	

	

Passage:	

Luke	16:1-13:	

	16	He	also	said	to	the	disciples,	“There	was	a	rich	man	who	had	a	manager,	and	charges	

were	brought	to	him	that	this	man	was	wasting	his	possessions.	2	And	he	called	him	and	

said	to	him,	‘What	is	this	that	I	hear	about	you?	Turn	in	the	account	of	your	management,	

for	you	can	no	longer	be	manager.’	3	And	the	manager	said	to	himself,	‘What	shall	I	do,	

since	my	master	is	taking	the	management	away	from	me?	I	am	not	strong	enough	to	dig,	

and	I	am	ashamed	to	beg.	4	I	have	decided	what	to	do,	so	that	when	I	am	removed	from	

management,	people	may	receive	me	into	their	houses.’	5	So,	summoning	his	master’s	

debtors	one	by	one,	he	said	to	the	first,	‘How	much	do	you	owe	my	master?’	6	He	said,	‘A	

hundred	measures	of	oil.’	He	said	to	him,	‘Take	your	bill,	and	sit	down	quickly	and	write	fifty.’	

7	Then	he	said	to	another,	‘And	how	much	do	you	owe?’	He	said,	‘A	hundred	measures	of	
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wheat.’	He	said	to	him,	‘Take	your	bill,	and	write	eighty.’	8	The	master	commended	the	

dishonest	manager	for	his	shrewdness.	For	the	sons	of	this	world	are	more	shrewd	in	dealing	

with	their	own	generation	than	the	sons	of	light.	9	And	I	tell	you,	make	friends	for	yourselves	

by	means	of	unrighteous	wealth,	so	that	when	it	fails	they	may	receive	you	into	the	eternal	

dwellings.		

10	“One	who	is	faithful	in	a	very	little	is	also	faithful	in	much,	and	one	who	is	dishonest	in	a	

very	little	is	also	dishonest	in	much.	11	If	then	you	have	not	been	faithful	in	the	unrighteous	

wealth,	who	will	entrust	to	you	the	true	riches?	12	And	if	you	have	not	been	faithful	in	that	

which	is	another’s,	who	will	give	you	that	which	is	your	own?	

	

• It	is	important	to	remember	that	Jesus	calls	this	manager	wicked.	He	isn’t	calling	us	

to	emulate	him.	We	must	let	Jesus	interpret	his	own	parable,	and	he	says	that	in	the	

area	of	investing	for	the	future,	even	the	wicked	of	this	world	are	better	at	

understanding	the	need	to	do	it	than	the	children	of	God.	

• He	then	goes	on	to	say	that	there	are	other	riches	that	we	know	nothing	about.	True	

riches,	that	are	given	to	those	who	are	faithful	with	what	they	have	in	this	life.	

• And	then	he	says	this….	

	

	13	No	servant	can	serve	two	masters,	for	either	he	will	hate	the	one	and	love	the	other,	or	

he	will	be	devoted	to	the	one	and	despise	the	other.	You	cannot	serve	God	and	money.”	1	

	

Main	Points:	

	

1. When	Jesus	Speaks	of	Us	and	Our	Money,	He	Refers	to	Us	Most	Commonly	as	

Stewards	

a. Jesus	uses	this	term	often	(especially	when	speaking	about	money).	It	is	the	

Greek	word,	oikonomos,	which	literally	means	steward.	

																																																								
1	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	Lk	16:1–
13.	
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b. These	were	men	who	were	hired	to	look	after,	protect,	manage	and	grow	the	

assets	of	a	wealthy	land	owner.	They	usually	weren’t	wealthy	themselves,	

but	lived	lives	of	comfort	because	they	enjoyed	the	assets	of	their	masters.	

c. When	God	refers	to	us	like	this,	he	is	saying	a	few	things:	

i. God	Owns	Everything	We	Have	

a. Everything	we	have	really	is	from	God.	

b. Now	anyone	in	here	who	has	even	vaguely	wrestled	with	the	

scriptures	will	nod	along,	but	do	we	live	in	the	peace	and	

responsibility	of	that	knowledge.	

c. Every	financial	decision	isn’t	a	decision	to	spend	your	own	

money.	I	feel	the	weight	of	this	as	a	church	leader	when	it	

comes	to	the	church	finances,	but	it	should	sit	on	us	when	it	

comes	to	ours	too.	

d. For	us,	we	feel	like	spiritual	maturity	in	this	is	growing	towards	

tithing.	That	never	seems	to	be	what	Jesus	shoots	for.	He	is	

after	hearts.	

e. Randy	Alcorn,	“..tithing	isn't	something	I	do	to	clear	my	

conscience	so	I	can	do	whatever	I	want	with	the	90	percent--it	

also	belongs	to	God!	I	must	seek	his	direction	and	permission	for	

whatever	I	do	with	the	full	amount.	I	may	discover	that	God	has	

different	ideas	than	I	do.”		

ii.	We	Are	Responsible	for	Everything	We	Have	

a. Just	because	it	isn’t	really	ours	doesn’t	give	us	license	to	spend	

it	recklessly.	Only	a	fool	does	that.	

b. Whenever	the	owner	returns	in	Jesus’	parables,	he	holds	the	

manager	responsible	for	what	has	happened	to	his	stuff.	

c. I	can	remember	housesitting	when	I	was	a	teenager.	Didn’t	get	

to	trash	the	place	and	not	have	consequences.	I	was	in	charge	

of	the	stuff,	even	though	it	wasn’t	mine.	

iii.	We	Will	Give	an	Account	for	Everything	We	Have	
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a. Jesus	speaks	frequently	of	the	master	returning	and	of	there	

being	consequences	for	the	way	that	the	resources	has	been	

managed.	

b. How	many	of	us	even	pause	to	think	of	that	day?	Imagine	the	

sadness	at	seeing	all	that	you	wasted.	I	do.	

	

2. Jesus	Isn’t	Opposed	to	People	Spending	and	Investing,	He	is	Opposed	to	People	

Spending	and	Investing	Unwisely	

a. The	answer	to	this	isn’t	to	just	run	away	from	wealth	and	for	us	all	to	pursue	

asceticism.	The	scriptures	are	littered	with	people	who	were	rich	and	

righteous.	

b. Christ	isn’t	opposed	to	us	having	money,	he	is	opposed	to	us	spending	it	on	

things	that	will	be	burned	up	in	the	end	and	will	prove	totally	futile.	

c. Look	at	this	parallel	text.	

	

Matthew	6:19-24	
19	“Do	not	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	on	earth,	where	moth	and	rust	destroy	and	where	

thieves	break	in	and	steal,	20	but	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	in	heaven,	where	neither	

moth	nor	rust	destroys	and	where	thieves	do	not	break	in	and	steal.	21	For	where	your	

treasure	is,	there	your	heart	will	be	also.		

	

d. Three	things	about	this:	

i. This	doesn’t	teach	us	to	not	save,	insure	and	plan.	In	fact,	Paul	is	quite	

scathing	of	those	who	end	up	being	a	burden	to	the	church	due	to	

financial	folly.	

ii. The	scriptures	don’t	paint	overly	prescriptive	lines	over	what	is	

eternal	and	temporal	in	this	space.	It	certainly	does	push	us	to	test	

our	hearts	on	it	and	to	be	thoughtful.	

a. How	thoughtful	are	you	on	your	spending	because	you	are	a	

follower	of	Christ?	Does	that	impact	your	spending	at	all?	

b. Does	the	notion	of	eternity	press	into	the	here	and	now	of	your	

consumption?	
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c. Randy	Alcorn	again,	“If	we	were	to	gain	God's	perspective,	even	

for	a	moment,	and	were	to	look	at	the	way	we	go	through	life	

accumulating	and	hoarding	and	displaying	our	things,	we	would	

have	the	same	feelings	of	horror	and	pity	that	any	sane	person	

has	when	he	views	people	in	an	asylum	endlessly	beating	their	

heads	against	the	wall.”	

d. Alcorn	goes	on:	"The	currency	of	this	world	will	be	worthless	at	

our	death	or	at	Christ's	return,	both	of	which	are	imminent."	

iii. Money	moves	the	heart	rather	than	the	heart	moving	money.	

a. It	is	interesting	that	Jesus	doesn’t	say,	where	your	heart	is	your	

treasure	will	be.	He	suggests	that	the	heart	will	follow	the	

money.	The	way	to	move	our	heart	is	to	move	some	of	our	

money	and	let	our	heart	catch	up.	

b. When	the	scriptures	tell	us	that	it	is	more	blessed	to	give	than	

to	receive,	that	is	a	testable	hypothesis.	

e. Jesus	goes	on.		

	
22	“The	eye	is	the	lamp	of	the	body.	So,	if	your	eye	is	healthy,	your	whole	body	will	be	full	of	

light,	23	but	if	your	eye	is	bad,	your	whole	body	will	be	full	of	darkness.	If	then	the	light	in	you	

is	darkness,	how	great	is	the	darkness!		
24	“No	one	can	serve	two	masters,	for	either	he	will	hate	the	one	and	love	the	other,	or	he	

will	be	devoted	to	the	one	and	despise	the	other.	You	cannot	serve	God	and	money.	2	

	

3. You	Can’t	Serve	God	and	Money	but	You	Can	Serve	God	with	Money	

a. Again,	the	answer	isn’t	to	run	away	from	money.	The	answer	is	to	figure	out	

how	you	are	serve	God	with	your	money	by	serving	God	and	not	money.	

b. To	be	honest,	many	of	us	need	to	just	stop	and	acknowledge	that	we	are	

serving	money	and	not	God.		

																																																								
2	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	Mt	
6:19–24.	
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i. William	Wilberforce	said:	“I	continually	find	it	necessary	to	guard	

against	that	natural	love	of	wealth	and	grandeur	which	prompts	us	

always,	when	we	come	to	apply	our	general	doctrine	to	our	own	case,	

to	claim	an	exception."	

ii. How	do	we	know?		

We	covet,	we	aren’t	generous,	we	aren’t	satisfied,	we	don’t	consult	

God	on	spending,	we	give	in	to	post	purchase	cognitive	dissonance	

again	and	again	but	tell	ourselves	that	the	next	purchase	will	solve	it.	

We	give	to	God	out	of	what	is	left	and	not	what	is	there	at	the	start.	

Those	are	all	good	indicators	of	a	heart	that	trusts	stuff	more	than	it	

trusts	God.	

c. When	I	think	of	the	holes	we	could	blow	in	the	gates	of	hell	if	some	of	us	in	

this	room	got	this,	with	the	potential	for	generosity	that	sits	here.	The	

churches	that	could	be	planted.	The	needs	that	could	be	met.	The	light	that	

could	be	shone.	

d. But	we	can’t	do	it	if	we	are	a	group	of	people	committed	to	serving	money	

more	than	we	serve	God.	

	

4. The	Best	Way	to	Serve	God	Instead	of	Money	is	to	Live	Lives	of	Counter-Cultural	

Contentment	and	Gospel	Motivated	Generosity	

a. What	is	the	goal	for	a	Christian	with	their	money?	Two	things.	Contentment	

as	if	it	really	is	God’s	money	and	generosity	as	if	the	gospel	is	true.	That	is	

what	we	are	trying	to	get	to.	

b. Contentment:	

	

	 But	godliness	with	contentment	is	great	gain,	for	we	brought	nothing	into	the	world,	

and	we	cannot	take	anything	out	of	the	world.	But	if	we	have	food	and	clothing,	with	these	

we	will	be	content.	But	those	who	desire	to	be	rich	fall	into	temptation,	into	a	snare,	into	

many	senseless	and	harmful	desires	that	plunge	people	into	ruin	and	destruction.	For	the	

love	of	money	is	a	root	of	all	kinds	of	evils.	It	is	through	this	craving	that	some	have	

wandered	away	from	the	faith	and	pierced	themselves	with	many	pangs.	
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- 1	Timothy	6:6-10	(ESV)	

	

c. Generosity:	

	

	 We	want	you	to	know,	brothers,	about	the	grace	of	God	that	has	been	given	among	

the	churches	of	Macedonia,	for	in	a	severe	test	of	affliction,	their	abundance	of	joy	and	their	

extreme	poverty	have	overflowed	in	a	wealth	of	generosity	on	their	part.	For	they	gave	

according	to	their	means,	as	I	can	testify,	and	beyond	their	means,	of	their	own	accord,	

begging	us	earnestly	for	the	favor	of	taking	part	in	the	relief	of	the	saints—and	this,	not	as	

we	expected,	but	they	gave	themselves	first	to	the	Lord	and	then	by	the	will	of	God	to	us.	

Accordingly,	we	urged	Titus	that	as	he	had	started,	so	he	should	complete	among	you	this	

act	of	grace.	But	as	you	excel	in	everything—in	faith,	in	speech,	in	knowledge,	in	all	

earnestness,	and	in	our	love	for	you—see	that	you	excel	in	this	act	of	grace	also.	

	

	 I	say	this	not	as	a	command,	but	to	prove	by	the	earnestness	of	others	that	your	love	

also	is	genuine.	For	you	know	the	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	that	though	he	was	rich,	yet	

for	your	sake	he	became	poor,	so	that	you	by	his	poverty	might	become	rich.	And	in	this	

matter	I	give	my	judgment:	this	benefits	you,	who	a	year	ago	started	not	only	to	do	this	work	

but	also	to	desire	to	do	it.	So	now	finish	doing	it	as	well,	so	that	your	readiness	in	desiring	it	

may	be	matched	by	your	completing	it	out	of	what	you	have.	For	if	the	readiness	is	there,	it	

is	acceptable	according	to	what	a	person	has,	not	according	to	what	he	does	not	have.	

	

- 2	Corinthians	8:1-12	(ESV)	

	

Conclusion:	

• So	where	are	you	at?	

• Tolstoy	said,	“The	antagonism	between	life	and	conscience	may	be	removed	either	by	

a	change	of	life	or	by	a	change	of	conscience.”	For	years	and	years	on	this	issue	I	

didn’t	want	to	change	my	life,	so	I	just	hardened	my	conscience.	

• Let	me	speak	to	three	groups	of	people	in	the	room.	

o Some	of	you	are	drowning	financially	and	you	are	doing	it	in	secret,	believing	

that	one	day	it	will	all	somehow	resolve.	You	are	living	above	your	means	and	
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it	may	be	because	your	means	are	pitiable	or	because	you	have	lived	in	folly,	

either	way,	your	church	community	needs	to	be	able	to	get	alongside	you.	

o Some	of	you	are	doing	okay,	but	you	are	serving	money	and	not	God.	You	

need	repentance	and	you	need	a	course	correction.	Start	today.	Move	your	

money,	your	heart	will	follow.		

o Some	of	you	have	been	given	great	means.	You	don’t	want	to	make	a	great	

mess.	Maybe	God	has	called	you	into	a	legacy	of	profound	gospel	generosity.	

Don’t	feel	like	you	have	to	hide	in	church	because	of	your	wealth,	but	don’t	

feel	like	people	who	love	you	would	let	you	sit	on	it	either.	Let’s	make	some	

dents.	


