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Ross	Lester	

	

Intro:	

	

• 1	Samuel	17	is	where	we	will	be.	David	and	Goliath.	

• Everyone	knows	the	text	that	we	will	be	preaching	today	and	that	has	some	

difficulties	because	everyone	already	assumes	they	know	what	it	says	and	what	it	

means	for	us	today.	

• So	I	want	to	spend	just	a	little	bit	of	time	today	examining	some	biblical	

interpretation	techniques,	and	whilst	I	know	that	this	will	feel	dull	and	irrelevant	to	

some	of	you,	it	might	be	helpful.	If	we	are	base	our	understanding	of	truth	off	of	an	

ancient	document,	we	may	as	well	make	sure	that	we	understand	it	correctly.	

• It	has	been	said	that	the	three	rules	of	scriptural	interpretation	are	context,	context	

and	context.	There	is	some	truth	in	that	and	some	overstatement	too,	but	it	does	

help	us	to	remember	that	passages	and	verses	mustn’t	be	removed	from	their	

original	meanings	in	order	to	jump	to	a	meaning	that	we	want	to	take	from	it	today.	

It	does	have	meaning	for	today,	but	not	reliably	if	we	remove	it	from	its	original	

intended	meaning.	We	must	ask	a	few	context	questions	of	the	text	when	we	read	it	

(and	no	I	am	not	asking	you	all	to	be	scholars,	but	it	does	help	to	do	a	bit	of	digging).	

o What	is	the	literary	context?	

§ What	are	we	actually	reading?	Is	it	poetry,	narrative,	instruction?	

Surely	this	makes	a	difference.	

§ 1	Samuel	and	2	Samuel	are	historical	narrative.	The	claims	are	that	

the	people	in	there	were	real	people	and	the	events	in	there	are	real	

events.	

§ Therefore,	we	dishonor	the	text	when	we	reduce	it	to	allegory.	We	do	

this	by	too	quickly	concluding	that	the	primary	meaning	of	the	David	

and	Goliath	story	is	that	God	helps	is	to	face	our	own	giants.	That	may	
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be	true	(and	it	probably	is)	but	it	isn’t	the	primary	intended	meaning	

of	the	text.	The	intended	meaning	is	that	God	helped	David	kill	a	

Philistine	giant,	a	real	one,	and	in	so	doing	showed	that	his	covenant	

to	David	and	to	Israel	was	being	established.		

o What	is	the	historical/cultural	context?	

§ This	was	written	within	a	time	and	place	and	it	helps	us	to	know	that.		

§ What	was	going	on	with	Israel?	Who	were	the	Philistines?	What	did	

an	Israeli	slingshot	look	like?	

o What	is	the	biblical	context?	

§ Where	does	this	fit	in	the	grand	narrative	of	redemption?		

§ How	does	it	play	out	according	to	the	interpretive	techniques	that	

Christ	gave	us	is	in	Luke	24	and	John	5:39,	where	he	essentially	tells	us	

that	everything	in	the	Old	Testament	points	to	his	coming	as	the	

Messiah.	

§ Does	the	New	Testament	say	anything	about	the	character	or	event,	

offering	us	interpretation	from	within	scripture?	

	

• Please,	I	want	you	to	understand	that	I	am	not	trying	to	kill	your	joy	in	reading	the	

scriptures.	I	am	trying	to	keep	us	all	from	pain	and	folly	in	what	we	think	God	is	

saying	to	us.	I	think	a	lot	of	people	get	really	mad	with	God	because	they	are	holding	

him	to	promises	that	he	never	made.	Then	a	giant	comes	along	and	causes	chaos	in	

your	life	and	you	get	ticked	with	God	because	you	thought	it	was	guaranteed	that	

you	beat	giants,	when	that	is	never	really	in	view	in	the	text.	I	have	seen	it	a	lot,	and	

so	I	want	to	guard	our	hearts.	

	

• Okay,	so	with	all	that	said,	there	are	two	common	contemporary	ways	of	

interpreting	the	story	of	David	and	Goliath,	and	for	me	I	think	they	both	run	the	

danger	of	making	the	text	into	allegory,	and	removing	a	great	deal	of	its	meaning.	

o Be	like	David:	

§ You	too	can	face	your	giants,	your	figurative	ones	of	course.	
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§ I	have	even	read	commentators	and	preachers	getting	into	the	five	

smooth	stones	and	what	those	might	represent.	I	reckon	there	is	a	

best	seller	waiting	to	be	written	about	those	stones.	

§ The	problem	here	is	that	it	allegorizes	David	and	pulls	him	out	of	

history	and	makes	our	experiences	equivalent	to	his	when	the	text	

never	does.	

§ It	also	puts	God	in	the	dock	for	victories	in	our	lives	that	he	never	

promised.	Don’t	get	me	wrong,	he	promises	victories	and	delivers	on	

those	promises,	this	just	isn’t	one	of	them.	

§ So	in	allegorizing	and	personalizing	the	text	we	actually	make	it	lose	

some	of	its	power.	

• And	so	some	people	have	responded	that	the	text	isn’t	about	David	but	about	Jesus.	

o Forget	David	and	look	for	Jesus:	

§ In	this	view,	the	giant	is	sin,	and	David	is	Jesus	and	he	is	going	to	

defeat	sin	and	lead	us	into	victory.	

§ Now	that	is	true,	but	again	it	makes	David	into	a	mythical	figure	who	

serves	no	other	purpose	than	predicting	Jesus.	

§ Yet,	Scripture	doesn’t	interpret	David	like	that.	Look	at	Hebrews	

11:32-34.	

And	what	more	shall	I	say?	For	time	would	fail	me	to	tell	of	Gideon,	

Barak,	Samson,	Jephthah,	of	David	and	Samuel	and	the	prophets—

33	who	through	faith	conquered	kingdoms,	enforced	justice,	obtained	

promises,	stopped	the	mouths	of	lions,	34	quenched	the	power	of	fire,	

escaped	the	edge	of	the	sword,	were	made	strong	out	of	weakness,	

became	mighty	in	war,	put	foreign	armies	to	flight.	

§ What	are	we	supposed	to	do	with	that?	Well	look	a	few	verses	later.	

	

Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	

let	us	also	lay	aside	every	weight,	and	sin	which	clings	so	closely,	and	

let	us	run	with	endurance	the	race	that	is	set	before	us,	looking	to	

Jesus,	the	founder	and	perfecter	of	our	faith,	who	for	the	joy	that	was	
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set	before	him	endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	and	is	seated	

at	the	right	hand	of	the	throne	of	God.	-	Hebrews	12:1-2	(ESV)		

• We	are	supposed	to	learn	from	their	example	of	faith	and	put	it	into	

play	as	we	pursue	Christ.	

• While	this	interpretive	technique	is	well	intended,	it	ends	up	making	

reading	the	Old	Testament	into	one	big	Where’s	Wally	game,	but	

Wally	is	Jesus.		

	

• Okay,	so	with	all	that	said,	and	with	some	of	you	still	awake,	I	am	proposing	that	we	

look	at	this	text	with	two	horizons	of	meaning	in	mind.	The	first	horizon	roots	David	

in	his	context	and	looks	at	his	example	of	faith.	The	second	horizon	looks	at	David	

as	a	foreshadow	of	Christ	and	lifts	our	head	to	thank	God	for	Jesus.	

	

• So	let’s	read	the	whole	thing,	and	then	take	some	thoughts	away.	

	

Passage	-	1	Samuel	17	

Now	the	Philistines	gathered	their	armies	for	battle.	And	they	were	gathered	at	Socoh,	which	

belongs	to	Judah,	and	encamped	between	Socoh	and	Azekah,	in	Ephes-dammim.	2	And	Saul	

and	the	men	of	Israel	were	gathered,	and	encamped	in	the	Valley	of	Elah,	and	drew	up	in	

line	of	battle	against	the	Philistines.	3	And	the	Philistines	stood	on	the	mountain	on	the	one	

side,	and	Israel	stood	on	the	mountain	on	the	other	side,	with	a	valley	between	them.	4	And	

there	came	out	from	the	camp	of	the	Philistines	a	champion	named	Goliath	of	Gath,	whose	

height	was	six	cubits	and	a	span.	5	He	had	a	helmet	of	bronze	on	his	head,	and	he	was	armed	

with	a	coat	of	mail,	and	the	weight	of	the	coat	was	five	thousand	shekels	of	bronze.	6	And	he	

had	bronze	armor	on	his	legs,	and	a	javelin	of	bronze	slung	between	his	shoulders.	7	The	

shaft	of	his	spear	was	like	a	weaver’s	beam,	and	his	spear’s	head	weighed	six	hundred	

shekels	of	iron.	And	his	shield-bearer	went	before	him.	8	He	stood	and	shouted	to	the	ranks	

of	Israel,	“Why	have	you	come	out	to	draw	up	for	battle?	Am	I	not	a	Philistine,	and	are	you	

not	servants	of	Saul?	Choose	a	man	for	yourselves,	and	let	him	come	down	to	me.	9	If	he	is	

able	to	fight	with	me	and	kill	me,	then	we	will	be	your	servants.	But	if	I	prevail	against	him	

and	kill	him,	then	you	shall	be	our	servants	and	serve	us.”	10	And	the	Philistine	said,	“I	defy	
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the	ranks	of	Israel	this	day.	Give	me	a	man,	that	we	may	fight	together.”	11	When	Saul	and	

all	Israel	heard	these	words	of	the	Philistine,	they	were	dismayed	and	greatly	afraid.		
12	Now	David	was	the	son	of	an	Ephrathite	of	Bethlehem	in	Judah,	named	Jesse,	who	had	

eight	sons.	In	the	days	of	Saul	the	man	was	already	old	and	advanced	in	years.	13	The	three	

oldest	sons	of	Jesse	had	followed	Saul	to	the	battle.	And	the	names	of	his	three	sons	who	

went	to	the	battle	were	Eliab	the	firstborn,	and	next	to	him	Abinadab,	and	the	third	

Shammah.	14	David	was	the	youngest.	The	three	eldest	followed	Saul,	15	but	David	went	back	

and	forth	from	Saul	to	feed	his	father’s	sheep	at	Bethlehem.	16	For	forty	days	the	Philistine	

came	forward	and	took	his	stand,	morning	and	evening.		
17	And	Jesse	said	to	David	his	son,	“Take	for	your	brothers	an	ephah	of	this	parched	grain,	

and	these	ten	loaves,	and	carry	them	quickly	to	the	camp	to	your	brothers.	18	Also	take	these	

ten	cheeses	to	the	commander	of	their	thousand.	See	if	your	brothers	are	well,	and	bring	

some	token	from	them.”		
19	Now	Saul	and	they	and	all	the	men	of	Israel	were	in	the	Valley	of	Elah,	fighting	with	the	

Philistines.	20	And	David	rose	early	in	the	morning	and	left	the	sheep	with	a	keeper	and	took	

the	provisions	and	went,	as	Jesse	had	commanded	him.	And	he	came	to	the	encampment	as	

the	host	was	going	out	to	the	battle	line,	shouting	the	war	cry.	21	And	Israel	and	the	

Philistines	drew	up	for	battle,	army	against	army.	22	And	David	left	the	things	in	charge	of	

the	keeper	of	the	baggage	and	ran	to	the	ranks	and	went	and	greeted	his	brothers.	23	As	he	

talked	with	them,	behold,	the	champion,	the	Philistine	of	Gath,	Goliath	by	name,	came	up	

out	of	the	ranks	of	the	Philistines	and	spoke	the	same	words	as	before.	And	David	heard	him.		
24	All	the	men	of	Israel,	when	they	saw	the	man,	fled	from	him	and	were	much	afraid.	25	And	

the	men	of	Israel	said,	“Have	you	seen	this	man	who	has	come	up?	Surely	he	has	come	up	to	

defy	Israel.	And	the	king	will	enrich	the	man	who	kills	him	with	great	riches	and	will	give	him	

his	daughter	and	make	his	father’s	house	free	in	Israel.”	26	And	David	said	to	the	men	who	

stood	by	him,	“What	shall	be	done	for	the	man	who	kills	this	Philistine	and	takes	away	the	

reproach	from	Israel?	For	who	is	this	uncircumcised	Philistine,	that	he	should	defy	the	

armies	of	the	living	God?”	27	And	the	people	answered	him	in	the	same	way,	“So	shall	it	be	

done	to	the	man	who	kills	him.”		
28	Now	Eliab	his	eldest	brother	heard	when	he	spoke	to	the	men.	And	Eliab’s	anger	was	

kindled	against	David,	and	he	said,	“Why	have	you	come	down?	And	with	whom	have	you	

left	those	few	sheep	in	the	wilderness?	I	know	your	presumption	and	the	evil	of	your	heart,	
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for	you	have	come	down	to	see	the	battle.”	29	And	David	said,	“What	have	I	done	now?	Was	

it	not	but	a	word?”	30	And	he	turned	away	from	him	toward	another,	and	spoke	in	the	same	

way,	and	the	people	answered	him	again	as	before.		
31	When	the	words	that	David	spoke	were	heard,	they	repeated	them	before	Saul,	and	he	

sent	for	him.	32	And	David	said	to	Saul,	“Let	no	man’s	heart	fail	because	of	him.	Your	servant	

will	go	and	fight	with	this	Philistine.”	33	And	Saul	said	to	David,	“You	are	not	able	to	go	

against	this	Philistine	to	fight	with	him,	for	you	are	but	a	youth,	and	he	has	been	a	man	of	

war	from	his	youth.”	34	But	David	said	to	Saul,	“Your	servant	used	to	keep	sheep	for	his	

father.	And	when	there	came	a	lion,	or	a	bear,	and	took	a	lamb	from	the	flock,	35	I	went	after	

him	and	struck	him	and	delivered	it	out	of	his	mouth.	And	if	he	arose	against	me,	I	caught	

him	by	his	beard	and	struck	him	and	killed	him.	36	Your	servant	has	struck	down	both	lions	

and	bears,	and	this	uncircumcised	Philistine	shall	be	like	one	of	them,	for	he	has	defied	the	

armies	of	the	living	God.”	37	And	David	said,	“The	Lord	who	delivered	me	from	the	paw	of	

the	lion	and	from	the	paw	of	the	bear	will	deliver	me	from	the	hand	of	this	Philistine.”	And	

Saul	said	to	David,	“Go,	and	the	Lord	be	with	you!”		
38	Then	Saul	clothed	David	with	his	armor.	He	put	a	helmet	of	bronze	on	his	head	and	clothed	

him	with	a	coat	of	mail,	39	and	David	strapped	his	sword	over	his	armor.	And	he	tried	in	vain	

to	go,	for	he	had	not	tested	them.	Then	David	said	to	Saul,	“I	cannot	go	with	these,	for	I	have	

not	tested	them.”	So	David	put	them	off.	40	Then	he	took	his	staff	in	his	hand	and	chose	five	

smooth	stones	from	the	brook	and	put	them	in	his	shepherd’s	pouch.	His	sling	was	in	his	

hand,	and	he	approached	the	Philistine.		
41	And	the	Philistine	moved	forward	and	came	near	to	David,	with	his	shield-bearer	in	front	

of	him.	42	And	when	the	Philistine	looked	and	saw	David,	he	disdained	him,	for	he	was	but	a	

youth,	ruddy	and	handsome	in	appearance.	43	And	the	Philistine	said	to	David,	“Am	I	a	dog,	

that	you	come	to	me	with	sticks?”	And	the	Philistine	cursed	David	by	his	gods.	44	The	

Philistine	said	to	David,	“Come	to	me,	and	I	will	give	your	flesh	to	the	birds	of	the	air	and	to	

the	beasts	of	the	field.”	45	Then	David	said	to	the	Philistine,	“You	come	to	me	with	a	sword	

and	with	a	spear	and	with	a	javelin,	but	I	come	to	you	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	of	hosts,	the	

God	of	the	armies	of	Israel,	whom	you	have	defied.	46	This	day	the	Lord	will	deliver	you	

into	my	hand,	and	I	will	strike	you	down	and	cut	off	your	head.	And	I	will	give	the	dead	

bodies	of	the	host	of	the	Philistines	this	day	to	the	birds	of	the	air	and	to	the	wild	beasts	of	

the	earth,	that	all	the	earth	may	know	that	there	is	a	God	in	Israel,	47	and	that	all	this	
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assembly	may	know	that	the	Lord	saves	not	with	sword	and	spear.	For	the	battle	is	the	

Lord’s,	and	he	will	give	you	into	our	hand.”		
48	When	the	Philistine	arose	and	came	and	drew	near	to	meet	David,	David	ran	quickly	

toward	the	battle	line	to	meet	the	Philistine.	49	And	David	put	his	hand	in	his	bag	and	took	

out	a	stone	and	slung	it	and	struck	the	Philistine	on	his	forehead.	The	stone	sank	into	his	

forehead,	and	he	fell	on	his	face	to	the	ground.		
50	So	David	prevailed	over	the	Philistine	with	a	sling	and	with	a	stone,	and	struck	the	

Philistine	and	killed	him.	There	was	no	sword	in	the	hand	of	David.	51	Then	David	ran	and	

stood	over	the	Philistine	and	took	his	sword	and	drew	it	out	of	its	sheath	and	killed	him	and	

cut	off	his	head	with	it.	When	the	Philistines	saw	that	their	champion	was	dead,	they	fled.	
52	And	the	men	of	Israel	and	Judah	rose	with	a	shout	and	pursued	the	Philistines	as	far	as	

Gath	and	the	gates	of	Ekron,	so	that	the	wounded	Philistines	fell	on	the	way	from	Shaaraim	

as	far	as	Gath	and	Ekron.	53	And	the	people	of	Israel	came	back	from	chasing	the	Philistines,	

and	they	plundered	their	camp.	54	And	David	took	the	head	of	the	Philistine	and	brought	it	to	

Jerusalem,	but	he	put	his	armor	in	his	tent.		
55	As	soon	as	Saul	saw	David	go	out	against	the	Philistine,	he	said	to	Abner,	the	commander	

of	the	army,	“Abner,	whose	son	is	this	youth?”	And	Abner	said,	“As	your	soul	lives,	O	king,	I	

do	not	know.”	56	And	the	king	said,	“Inquire	whose	son	the	boy	is.”	57	And	as	soon	as	David	

returned	from	the	striking	down	of	the	Philistine,	Abner	took	him,	and	brought	him	before	

Saul	with	the	head	of	the	Philistine	in	his	hand.	58	And	Saul	said	to	him,	“Whose	son	are	you,	

young	man?”	And	David	answered,	“I	am	the	son	of	your	servant	Jesse	the	Bethlehemite.”	1	

	

Main	Points:	

David	Has	Exemplary	Faith	

1. Faith	in	God’s	Glory	and	Promise	

a. What	strikes	me	when	you	look	at	all	of	David’s	words	in	this	text	is	that	he	

isn’t	once	persuaded	by	his	own	ability.	He	always	speaks	of	the	glory	of	God	

as	the	only	possible	reason	that	he	could	prevail.	

																																																								
1	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
17:1–58.	
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b. When	he	asks	why	the	army	isn’t	doing	something	he	refers	to	them	as	the	

armies	of	the	living	God.		

c. The	point	isn’t	that	they	should	believe	in	themselves.	The	point	is	that	God	is	

living,	that	is	what	drives	David’s	faith.	Because	if	God	was	living	then	he	was	

going	to	secure	his	promises	to	Israel	and	that	is	what	gave	David	confidence.	

d. “That	all	the	earth	may	know	that	there	is	a	God	in	Israel”	is	David’s	

motivation	for	confidence.	You	see,	God	was	doing	something	much	bigger	

than	just	making	David	famous.	God	was	wining	territory	for	Israel	that	had	

been	promised	and	God	was	preparing	them	for	their	king,	which	would	

prepare	them	for	their	Messiah.	

e. How	many	of	us,	truth	be	told,	have	misplaced	our	faith?	We	hold	onto	a	

desired	outcome	that	we	have	chosen,	and	that	works	for	us,	and	then	we	

place	faith	that	God	will	work	that	out,	and	we	call	that	faith.	

f. David’s	faith	is	that	God	will	do	what	will	make	God’s	name	great.	

2. Faith	to	Remember	God’s	Goodness	

a. I	love	the	confidence	that	young	David	has	based	on	what	he	has	seen	God	

do	before.	He	knew	that	God	helped	him	kill	lions	and	bears	and	he	is	quick	

to	remember	that.	

b. Sometimes	what	we	need	for	our	faith	to	grow	is	not	for	God	to	do	

something	new	in	our	lives	but	for	us	to	reflect	on	all	of	the	things	he	has	

already	done.	

c. Listen	to	Spurgeon	on	this	topic:	“These	were	noteworthy	facts	which	David	

has	stored	up	in	his	memory,	and	he	now	mentions	them,	for	they	exactly	

answered	his	purpose.	We	ought	not	to	be	unmindful	of	the	way	by	which	the	

Lord	our	God	has	led	us,	for	if	we	are	we	shall	lose	much.	Some	saints	have	

very	short	memories.	It	has	been	well	said	that	we	write	our	benefits	in	dust	

and	our	injuries	in	marble,	and	it	is	equally	true	that	we	generally	inscribe	our	

afflictions	upon	brass,	while	the	records	of	the	deliverances	of	God	are	written	

in	water.	It	ought	not	so	to	be.	If	our	memories	were	more	tenacious	of	the	
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merciful	visitations	of	our	God,	our	faith	would	often	be	strengthened	in	times	

of	trial.”2	

3. Faith	to	Stand	Alone	

a. His	brothers	don’t	back	him	and	no	one	is	coming	with	him.	David	has	to	

stand	on	his	own.	

b. Now	we	must	be	careful	here	because	there	is	so	much	scriptural	

encouragement	that	presses	us	towards	other	people	and	their	input,	which	

gives	to	us	greater	wisdom	than	we	would	have	on	our	own,	but	there	will	be	

times	when	God	asks	us	to	stand	alone	in	what	he	is	calling	us	to	do.	

c. It	will	usually	be	in	obedience	or	sacrifice,	that	looks	like	folly	to	those	around	

us	

4. Faith	to	Work	with	Very	Little	

a. Saul	wants	to	give	David	the	resources	needed	to	engage	in	a	successful	

battle,	but	David	is	more	comfortable	with	working	with	what	he	has.	He	has	

5	stones	and	a	sling,	but	he	is	happy	to	go	to	war	with	that.	

b. How	many	of	us	are	waiting	till	we	have	more	before	engaging	in	greater	

obedience	towards	God?	It	may	be	that	he	gets	the	most	glory	by	doing	

something	in	and	through	us	when	we	have	very	little	to	start	with.	

5. Faith	to	Look	Beyond	What	Can	Be	Seen	

a. Everyone	else	sees	Goliath,	David	sees	God’s	victory.	

b. I	love	how	he	stands	before	that	giant	and	tells	him	he	is	going	to	cut	his	

head	off,	even	though	he	doesn’t	even	have	a	sword.	

c. This	is	what	faith	is	according	to	the	scriptures.	A	decision	to	look	beyond	

what	can	be	seen	in	front	of	us.	

d. Look	at	how	the	writer	of	Hebrews	describes	faith.	“Now	faith	is	the	

assurance	of	things	hoped	for,	the	conviction	of	things	not	seen.”	-	Heb	11:1.	

e. Look	at	how	that	same	writer	goes	on	to	describe	those	who	have	faith	till	

the	end.	“And	all	these,	though	commended	through	their	faith,	did	not	

receive	what	was	promised,	since	God	had	provided	something	better	for	us,	

that	apart	from	us	they	should	not	be	made	perfect.”	-	Hebrews	11:39-40.	

																																																								
2	CH	Spurgeon,	The	Treasury	of	the	Bible,	Zondervan,	vol	1.	p.	660.	
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f. This	is	one	of	the	most	astonishing	verses	in	the	bible	for	me.	It	means	that	

God	is	working	on	something	much	bigger	than	we	can	see,	so	many	will	die	

with	their	faith	unrealized,	but	they	are	to	be	commended	nonetheless.	It	

means	that	if	Goliath	had	stormed	forward	and	killed	David,	his	faith	still	

wouldn’t	have	been	misplaced.	

	

Okay,	what	about	that	second	horizon?	How	does	David	point	as	a	type	of	Christ?	There	are	

some	great	fulfillments	in	Jesus.	

	

Jesus	is	the	Better	David	

1. Jesus	was	Sent	by	His	Father	and	Rejected	by	His	Brothers	

a. I	love	the	humility	of	David	in	listening	to	his	dad	and	going	to	serve.	He	isn’t	

well	received	by	his	brothers.	

b. How	much	greater	is	the	humility	of	Christ	who	obeys	his	Father	and	comes	

down	to	a	group	who	don’t	receive	him	(including	his	actual	brothers)?	

2. Jesus	was	Tormented	for	40	Days	

a. I	don’t	want	to	overstretch	this	but	Goliath’s	40	days	of	taunting	and	accusing	

really	does	ring	in	my	head	like	another	one.		

b. The	new	and	better	David	resisted	that	for	us	and	so	goes	on	to	be	a	suitable	

substitute	for	us.	

3. Jesus	was	our	Representative	in	a	Great	Battle	

a. Just	as	David	went	forward	to	win	a	battle	for	Israel,	Jesus	goes	forward	for	

us	to	win	righteousness,	mercy	and	new	life	for	us.	

b. Look	at	Romans	5:18-19,	“Therefore,	as	one	trespass	led	to	condemnation	for	

all	men,	so	one	act	of	righteousness	leads	to	justification	and	life	for	all	men.	

For	as	by	the	one	man's	disobedience	the	many	were	made	sinners,	so	by	the	

one	man's	obedience	the	many	will	be	made	righteous.”	

4. Jesus	Won	and	the	Enemy	is	Fleeing	

a. It	looks	like	Jesus	loses	on	the	cross,	but	we	know	that	it	was	the	greatest	

victory,	and	that	while	there	are	still	skirmishes	with	a	real	enemy,	he	is	a	

defeated	one	that	is	retreating	rapidly.	
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b. Look	at	what	Colossians	2	tells	us:	“And	you,	who	were	dead	in	your	

trespasses	and	the	uncircumcision	of	your	flesh,	God	made	alive	together	with	

him,	having	forgiven	us	all	our	trespasses,	by	canceling	the	record	of	debt	

that	stood	against	us	with	its	legal	demands.	This	he	set	aside,	nailing	it	to	

the	cross.	He	disarmed	the	rulers	and	authorities	and	put	them	to	open	

shame,	by	triumphing	over	them	in	him.”	


