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The	Life	of	David	-	Part	3	

Fear	or	Friendship	

18	September	2016	

Ross	Lester	

	

Intro:	

	

• Over	the	years,	I	don’t	feel	like	we	have	developed	a	great	theology	of	friendship.	

• We	talk	lots	about	families,	and	working	relationships,	and	how	to	treat	enemies	etc,	

but	what	about	how	to	cultivate	friendship?	Real	friendship.	Friendship	lies	at	the	

heart	of	how	a	lot	of	these	other	relationships	are	supposed	to	work.	

• I	think	we	can	apply	these	truths	to	our	relationships	in	general,	so	please	do	that	

and	ask	yourself	what	posture	you	are	adopting	in	your	relationships.	I	have	had	

bordering	on	unbearable	levels	of	conviction	around	my	friendships,	relationships,	

and	even	my	marriage	this	week,	as	I	realize	I	am	often	more	like	Saul	than	I	am	like	

Jonathan.	

• While	we	are	on	that,	the	story	of	Jonathan	does	teach	us	stuff	about	quiet	

faithfulness.	He	never	becomes	king,	he	never	gets	called	“a	man	after	God’s	own	

heart”,	he	isn’t	in	Hebrews	11,	but	he	is	stellar,	and	in	many	instances	seems	better	

than	David.	

• Church	father	Augustine	felt	that	friendship	was	essential	to	the	Christian	life.	He	

said,	“In	this	world	two	things	are	essential:	life	and	friendship.	Both	should	be	highly	

prized	and	we	must	not	undervalue	them.	Life	and	friendship	are	nature’s	gifts.	God	

created	us	that	we	might	exist	and	live:	this	is	life.	But	if	we	are	not	to	remain	

solitary,	there	must	be	friendship.”	

	He	went	on	to	say:	“There	is	no	better	proof	of	friendship	than	to	help	our	friend	

with	their	burdens.”	

• CS	Lewis	said,	“Friendship	is	the	greatest	of	worldly	goods.	Certainly	to	me	it	is	the	

chief	happiness	of	life.”	
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• Going	to	use	some	select	sections	over	a	few	chapters	at	the	end	of	1	Samuel,	but	

will	tell	you	what	happens	in	between.	

• We	jump	in	at	the	start	of	chapter	18,	just	after	the	Goliath	incident.	What	we	will	do	

is	walk	through	the	next	few	chapters	of	the	narrative	and	then	make	some	

observations	as	we	go.	We	will	leave	lots	out,	I	know.	

	

Passage	and	Main	Points:	

	

As	soon	as	he	had	finished	speaking	to	Saul,	the	soul	of	Jonathan	was	knit	to	the	soul	of	

David,	and	Jonathan	loved	him	as	his	own	soul.	

	

• I	will	confess	that	it	is	tough	to	know	what	this	means,	so	much	so	that	there	are	

many	today	who	say	that	this	was	a	homosexual	relationship.	We	really	do	struggle	

to	view	deep,	spiritual,	loving	friendship	without	making	it	sexual.	It	speaks	of	our	

struggles	way	more	than	it	speaks	any	truth	of	the	text.	

	

	2	And	Saul	took	him	that	day	and	would	not	let	him	return	to	his	father’s	house.	3	Then	

Jonathan	made	a	covenant	with	David,	because	he	loved	him	as	his	own	soul.	4	And	Jonathan	

stripped	himself	of	the	robe	that	was	on	him	and	gave	it	to	David,	and	his	armor,	and	even	

his	sword	and	his	bow	and	his	belt.	5	And	David	went	out	and	was	successful	wherever	Saul	

sent	him,	so	that	Saul	set	him	over	the	men	of	war.	And	this	was	good	in	the	sight	of	all	the	

people	and	also	in	the	sight	of	Saul’s	servants.		
6	As	they	were	coming	home,	when	David	returned	from	striking	down	the	Philistine,	the	

women	came	out	of	all	the	cities	of	Israel,	singing	and	dancing,	to	meet	King	Saul,	with	

tambourines,	with	songs	of	joy,	and	with	musical	instruments.	7	And	the	women	sang	to	one	

another	as	they	celebrated,		

	 	 “Saul	has	struck	down	his	thousands,		

and	David	his	ten	thousands.”		
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8	And	Saul	was	very	angry,	and	this	saying	displeased	him.	He	said,	“They	have	ascribed	to	

David	ten	thousands,	and	to	me	they	have	ascribed	thousands,	and	what	more	can	he	have	

but	the	kingdom?”	9	And	Saul	eyed	David	from	that	day	on.	1	

	

1. Godly	Friendships	Are	About	Commitment.	Selfish	Relationships	Are	About	Control	

a. It	is	amazing	how	Jonathan	is	prepared	to	commit	to	covenant	with	David.	

Covenant	is	different	from	contract.	Contract	says,	“you	keep	your	end	and	I	

will	keep	my	end”,	whereas	covenant	says,	“I	will	serve	you	and	love	you	

through	thick	and	thin.”	I	will	keep	my	end	of	the	bargain	regardless.	It	is	a	

really	risky	“giving	away	of	self”	and	trusting	someone	else	with	your	soul.	

b. Contrast	that	with	verse	2,	where	Saul	is	already	controlling	David’s	

movements,	activities	and	relationships.	Saul	is	prescribing	conditions	of	

relationship	with	David.	You	stay	here	with	me,	or	else.	Jonathan	is	saying,	

my	soul	goes	with	you,	regardless.	

c. How	many	of	us	base	our	relationships	off	of	control	and	how	many	off	of	

covenantal	commitment?	How	many	of	us	are	actually	terrible	score-keepers	

and	so	our	method	of	control	is,	“if	you	keep	doing	what	I	need,	then	you	get	

stuff	from	me.	When	you	stop,	then	I	pull	away?”	

	

2. Godly	Friendships	Involve	Costly	Giving.	Selfish	Relationships	Focus	on	Gaining	

a. Jonathan	gives	gifts	here	that	David	could	never	give	back.	His	royal	robes	are	

things	that	no	one	else	should	have,	and	speak	straight	away	of	Jonathan’s	

willingness	to	give	David	a	royal	position.	The	sword	is	the	same.	

b. How	many	of	us	are	way	more	interested	in	what	we	can	gain	in	relationships	

than	what	we	can	give?	

c. We	see	this	with	church	community	all	the	time.	Meet	my	needs,	scratch	my	

itch,	cater	for	my	life	stage,	but	don’t	demand	anything	of	me	that	looks	

sacrificial	or	costly.	Don’t	ask	for	my	time,	talent	or	treasure…I	won’t	give	you	

those.	

																																																								
1	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
18:1–9.	
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3. Godly	Friendships	Celebrate	Other’s	Wins.	Selfish	Relationships	Are	Crippled	by	

Comparison	

a. Nowhere	do	we	see	any	songs	about	Jonathan	and	he	is	spectacular	warrior.	

He	took	out	an	entire	Philistine	garrison	on	his	own	-	but	no	song.	Maybe	it’s	

because	it	is	hard	to	rhyme	with	Jonathan.	

b. But	we	don’t	see	Jonathan	complaining	about	the	songs,	in	fact	from	what	

we	see	about	this	dude	in	scripture,	he	is	probably	singing	along	at	the	top	of	

his	voice	which	must	have	made	his	dad	even	more	mad.	

c. Saul	cannot	rejoice	in	his	success	when	he	continues	to	compare	his	success	

to	David’s.	

d. Comparison	kills	contentment,	and	comparison	kills	companionship.	It	is	

almost	impossible	to	be	in	community	with	someone	when	you	are	

threatened	by	their	success.	

e. I	have	witnessed	this	in	my	own	life	a	lot,	and	seen	it	play	out	in	

organizational	dynamics.	As	soon	as	you	have	staff	who	are	watching	each	

other	to	determine	effort	and	reward,	you	are	pretty	much	dead.	

f. Are	you	able	to	be	content?	Are	you	crippled	by	comparison?	

	

• What	happens	next	is	that	Saul	gets	tormented	by	a	deep	depression	and	it	

manifests	in	his	first	attempt	on	David’s	life.	David	was	there	playing	the	lyre	for	Saul	

and	twice	he	throws	a	spear	at	him,	and	David	manages	to	avoid	it.	I	am	not	sure	I	

would	have	allowed	Saul	a	mulligan	to	be	honest.	

• This	leads	to	Saul	detesting	and	fearing	David	and	so	he	sends	him	away	from	

himself	and	made	him	a	commander	of	an	army,	probably	hoping	to	get	him	killed,	

but	David	is	too	good	and	that	battalion	experiences	unprecedented	success,	which	

only	makes	the	relationship	worse.	

• Saul	then	tries	to	get	David	to	be	his	son-in-law	and	offers	his	eldest	daughter	(who	

is	already	engaged	to	another)	but	that	doesn’t	work	out,	so	he	offers	Michal,	his	

younger	daughter,	who	loves	David,	but	asks	for	the	bride	price	of	a	hundred	

Philistine	foreskins.	
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• David	loves	that	deal	and	kills	200	Philistines	and	brings	the	bride	price	to	Saul.	This	

makes	Saul	even	more	furious.	

• Let’s	jump	in	at	the	start	of	chapter	19.	

	
1And	Saul	spoke	to	Jonathan	his	son	and	to	all	his	servants,	that	they	should	kill	David.	But	

Jonathan,	Saul’s	son,	delighted	much	in	David.	2	And	Jonathan	told	David,	“Saul	my	father	

seeks	to	kill	you.	Therefore	be	on	your	guard	in	the	morning.	Stay	in	a	secret	place	and	hide	

yourself.	3	And	I	will	go	out	and	stand	beside	my	father	in	the	field	where	you	are,	and	I	will	

speak	to	my	father	about	you.	And	if	I	learn	anything	I	will	tell	you.”	4	And	Jonathan	spoke	

well	of	David	to	Saul	his	father	and	said	to	him,	“Let	not	the	king	sin	against	his	servant	

David,	because	he	has	not	sinned	against	you,	and	because	his	deeds	have	brought	good	to	

you.	5	For	he	took	his	life	in	his	hand	and	he	struck	down	the	Philistine,	and	the	Lord	worked	

a	great	salvation	for	all	Israel.	You	saw	it,	and	rejoiced.	Why	then	will	you	sin	against	

innocent	blood	by	killing	David	without	cause?”	6	And	Saul	listened	to	the	voice	of	Jonathan.	

Saul	swore,	“As	the	Lord	lives,	he	shall	not	be	put	to	death.”	7	And	Jonathan	called	David,	and	

Jonathan	reported	to	him	all	these	things.	And	Jonathan	brought	David	to	Saul,	and	he	was	

in	his	presence	as	before.	2	

	

4. Godly	Friendships	Stand	Up	Against	Opposition.	Selfish	Relationships	Center	

Around	People	Pleasing	

a. Jonathan	takes	a	huge	risk	here	by	standing	up	to	Saul,	but	he	does	it	as	an	

act	of	love	and	friendship	towards	David.	It	could	have	cost	him	his	life	and	

you	will	see	soon	that	it	nearly	does.	

b. Jonathan	speaks	well	of	David	even	when	David	isn’t	present.	It	would	have	

easy	for	Jonathan	to	maintain	his	dad’s	pleasure	but	speaking	differently	

about	David	than	he	does	to	David.	How	many	of	us	do	that?		

c. Saul	gives	in	to	him,	and	on	first	reading	it	seems	as	if	Saul	is	repentant	and	

having	a	change	of	heart.	We	know	from	reading	on	though	that	he	goes	

back	on	this	almost	immediately.	

																																																								
2	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
19:1–7.	
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d. Why	then	does	he	listen	to	Jonathan?	Saul,	like	most	of	us,	loves	to	be	loved	

and	so	ends	up	with	the	tendency	of	behaving	one	way	with	one	group	and	

another	way	with	another.		

e. Gosh	it	is	exhausting	being	a	people	pleaser.	Wanting	people	to	like	you	all	

the	time	and	behaving	accordingly	is	soul	destroying.		

	

• Saul	unravels	fairly	quickly	after	this	and	goes	back	on	his	word.	He	tries	to	kill	David	

with	a	spear	again,	and	when	that	doesn’t	work,	he	sets	hitmen	to	kill	him.		

• David	runs	to	Samuel,	Saul	chases	him	there,	and	in	one	of	the	weirdest	accounts	

you	will	ever	read,	Saul	ends	up	doing	up	some	naked	prophesying,	which	allows	

David	to	escape.	

• That	takes	us	to	the	start	of	Chapter	20.	Let’s	jump	in	there.	

	

Then	David	fled	from	Naioth	in	Ramah	and	came	and	said	before	Jonathan,	“What	have	I	

done?	What	is	my	guilt?	And	what	is	my	sin	before	your	father,	that	he	seeks	my	life?”	2	And	

he	said	to	him,	“Far	from	it!	You	shall	not	die.	Behold,	my	father	does	nothing	either	great	or	

small	without	disclosing	it	to	me.	And	why	should	my	father	hide	this	from	me?	It	is	not	so.”	
3	But	David	vowed	again,	saying,	“Your	father	knows	well	that	I	have	found	favor	in	your	

eyes,	and	he	thinks,	‘Do	not	let	Jonathan	know	this,	lest	he	be	grieved.’	But	truly,	as	the	Lord	

lives	and	as	your	soul	lives,	there	is	but	a	step	between	me	and	death.”	4	Then	Jonathan	said	

to	David,	“Whatever	you	say,	I	will	do	for	you.”3	

5. Godly	Friendships	Require	Listening	and	Trusting.	Selfish	Relationships	Use	

Information	as	Power	

a. This	must	have	been	a	painful	encounter	for	Jonathan.	He	is	convinced	that	

Saul	has	relented	from	his	pursuit	of	David.	He	is	having	to	accept	betrayal	

not	just	of	David,	but	of	himself.	But	he	listens	to	his	friend.	He	really	listens,	

and	his	mind	is	changed	as	a	result.	

																																																								
3	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
20:1–4.	
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b. How	many	of	us	really	listen	to	those	around	us?	Not	just	listen	for	

information,	but	listen	for	understanding.	It	takes	time,	it	takes	attention,	it	

takes	restraint.	

c. Life	Together	by	Dietrich	Bonhoeffer	is	such	a	wonderful	little	book.	In	it	

Bonhoeffer	speaks	about	the	art	of	listening	to	another.	Here	is	what	he	says.	

“There	is	a	kind	of	listening	with	half	an	ear	that	presumes	already	to	know	

what	the	other	person	has	to	say.	It	is	an	impatient,	inattentive	listening,	that	

despises	the	brother	and	is	only	waiting	for	a	chance	to	speak	and	thus	get	rid	

of	the	other	person.	This	is	no	fulfillment	of	our	obligation,	and	it	is	certain	

that	here	too	our	attitude	toward	our	brother	only	reflects	our	relationship	to	

God.	It	is	little	wonder	that	we	are	no	longer	capable	of	the	greatest	service	of	

listening	that	God	has	committed	to	us,	that	of	hearing	our	brother's	

confession,	if	we	refuse	to	give	ear	to	our	brother	on	lesser	subjects.	Secular	

education	today	is	aware	that	often	a	person	can	be	helped	merely	by	having	

someone	who	will	listen	to	him	seriously,	and	upon	this	insight	it	has	

constructed	its	own	soul	therapy,	which	has	attracted	great	numbers	of	

people,	including	Christians.	But	Christians	have	forgotten	that	the	ministry	of	

listening	has	been	committed	to	them	by	Him	who	is	Himself	the	great	

listener	and	whose	work	they	should	share.	We	should	listen	with	the	ears	of	

God	that	we	may	speak	the	Word	of	God.”4	

	

• What	happens	next	is	that	David	and	Jonathan	hatch	an	elaborate	signal	plan.	

Jonathan	is	going	to	test	Saul	to	see	if	he	still	wants	to	kill	David.	David	was	going	to	

wait	hidden	outside.	

• If	murder	was	on	Saul’s	mind,	then	Jonathan	would	shoot	arrows	past	David.	if	the	

coast	was	clear,	then	he	would	shoot	them	next	to	him.	

• Unfortunately,	Saul	was	single-mindedly	committed	to	murder,	even	though	it	was	

obviously	costing	him	his	soul	and	his	family.	Let’s	look	at	it	quickly	from	1	Samuel	

20:30-34.	

	

																																																								
4	Bonhoeffer,	Life	Together;	The	Classic	Exploration	of	Christian	Community,	
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	30	Then	Saul’s	anger	was	kindled	against	Jonathan,	and	he	said	to	him,	“You	son	of	a	

perverse,	rebellious	woman,	do	I	not	know	that	you	have	chosen	the	son	of	Jesse	to	your	own	

shame,	and	to	the	shame	of	your	mother’s	nakedness?	31	For	as	long	as	the	son	of	Jesse	lives	

on	the	earth,	neither	you	nor	your	kingdom	shall	be	established.	Therefore	send	and	bring	

him	to	me,	for	he	shall	surely	die.”	32	Then	Jonathan	answered	Saul	his	father,	“Why	should	

he	be	put	to	death?	What	has	he	done?”	33	But	Saul	hurled	his	spear	at	him	to	strike	him.	So	

Jonathan	knew	that	his	father	was	determined	to	put	David	to	death.	34	And	Jonathan	rose	

from	the	table	in	fierce	anger	and	ate	no	food	the	second	day	of	the	month,	for	he	was	

grieved	for	David,	because	his	father	had	disgraced	him.	5	

	

6. Godly	Friendships	Put	Others	First.	Selfish	Relationships	Isolate	Others	

a. Jonathan’s	life	is	now	officially	on	the	line	but	he	stands	with	his	friend,	but	

look	at	the	disturbing	pattern	in	Saul.	

b. He	is	now	trying	to	kill	his	son,	and	suddenly	saying	hateful	things	about	his	

wife.	

c. The	selfishness	that	destroyed	his	relationship	with	David	is	now	poisoning	

the	well	of	his	other	relationships	too.	He	is	growing	increasingly	isolated.	

d. How	many	of	us	are	doing	the	exact	same	thing?	We	haven’t	tried	to	kill	our	

son	yet,	but	the	pattern	of	selfishness	in	our	relationships	is	starting	to	take	a	

toll?	

	

• Jonathan	sends	the	signal	to	David,	but	the	two	of	them	know	that	they	need	a	

moment	and	so	at	great	risk	to	themselves,	they	meet.	It	is	a	beautiful	scene.	

	
40	And	Jonathan	gave	his	weapons	to	his	boy	and	said	to	him,	“Go	and	carry	them	to	the	

city.”	41	And	as	soon	as	the	boy	had	gone,	David	rose	from	beside	the	stone	heap	and	fell	on	

his	face	to	the	ground	and	bowed	three	times.	And	they	kissed	one	another	and	wept	with	

one	another,	David	weeping	the	most.	42	Then	Jonathan	said	to	David,	“Go	in	peace,	because	

we	have	sworn	both	of	us	in	the	name	of	the	LORD,	saying,	‘The	LORD	shall	be	between	me	

																																																								
5	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
20:30–34.	
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and	you,	and	between	my	offspring	and	your	offspring,	forever.’	”	And	he	rose	and	departed,	

and	Jonathan	went	into	the	city.	6	

	

7. Godly	Friendships	Are	Affectionate	in	Word	and	Action	

a. I	love	this	beautiful	scene.	Two	friends	letting	each	other	know	how	they	feel	

and	leaving	space	for	it	in	a	friendship.	

b. When	was	the	last	time	you	were	affectionate	in	word	and	action	with	

people	you	love	and	not	because	you	want	something	back,	but	because	you	

know	it	is	essential	to	encourage	others	with	your	affection.	

	

• There	are	then	three	chapters	of	Saul	pursuing	David,	and	the	last	encounter	we	

have	of	a	living	Jonathan	with	David,	in	1	Samuel	23:16.	

	
16	And	Jonathan,	Saul’s	son,	rose	and	went	to	David	at	Horesh,	and	strengthened	his	hand	in	

God.	17	And	he	said	to	him,	“Do	not	fear,	for	the	hand	of	Saul	my	father	shall	not	find	you.	

You	shall	be	king	over	Israel,	and	I	shall	be	next	to	you.	Saul	my	father	also	knows	this.”	
18	And	the	two	of	them	made	a	covenant	before	the	Lord.	David	remained	at	Horesh,	and	

Jonathan	went	home.	7	

	

8. Godly	Friendships	Strengthen	Faith	

a. What	a	line.	I	could	have	preached	the	whole	sermon	on	this	line.	He	

strengthened	his	hand	in	God.	

b. David	was	waivering,	fighting	for	faith,	struggling	to	believe.	Jonathan	came	

along	and	reminded	him	of	the	covenant	promises	of	God	-	the	very	promises	

that	meant	that	Jonathan	would	never	be	king.	What	mattered	most	to	

Jonathan	though	was	that	David’s	faith	would	be	strong.	

																																																								
6	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
20:40–42.	
7	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	1	Sa	
23:16–18.	
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c. Whose	hand	are	you	strengthening	in	God?	Who	are	you	praying	for?	Who	

are	sending	scripture	to?	Who	are	you	reminding	of	the	covenant	promises	of	

God	so	that	they	will	flourish?	

	

• But	today	isn’t	just	exhortation,	it	is	also	encouragement.	It	is	not	just	about	the	

friends	we	should	be,	but	the	friend	we	could	have	in	Christ.	

	

9. The	Model	and	Motive	for	True	Godly	Friendship	is	Found	in	Christ	

a. Look	at	the	wonderful	words	of	Jesus	from	John	15.	

b. 12	“This	is	my	commandment,	that	you	love	one	another	as	I	have	loved	you.	
13	Greater	love	has	no	one	than	this,	that	someone	lay	down	his	life	for	his	

friends.	14	You	are	my	friends	if	you	do	what	I	command	you.	15	No	longer	do	I	

call	you	servants,	for	the	servant	does	not	know	what	his	master	is	doing;	but	

I	have	called	you	friends,	for	all	that	I	have	heard	from	my	Father	I	have	made	

known	to	you.	16	You	did	not	choose	me,	but	I	chose	you	and	appointed	you	

that	you	should	go	and	bear	fruit	and	that	your	fruit	should	abide,	so	that	

whatever	you	ask	the	Father	in	my	name,	he	may	give	it	to	you.	17	These	

things	I	command	you,	so	that	you	will	love	one	another.	8	

c. What	a	thought,	that	Jesus	would	pick	us	as	friends.	Are	we	being	faithful	

friends	to	him?	Are	we	being	faithful	friends	to	others?	

																																																								
8	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2001),	Jn	
15:12–17.	


