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Messy	Grace	-	Part	23	

30	July	2017	

“Naturally	Supernatural”	

BBC	AM	and	PM	

	

	

Proposition	Statement:	

The	Holy	Spirit	gives	EVERY	Christian	supernatural	gifts	in	order	for	them	to	serve	the	

body.	

	

Intro:	

• Sanibonani,	Dumelang,	Howzit,	Good	to	see	you.	

• We	are	back	in	1	Corinthians	today,	getting	towards	the	back	end	of	our	multi-month	

study	in	this	incredible	letter	from	Paul	to	a	young,	vibrant,	happening,	but	very	

confused	little	church	in	Corinth.	

• If	we	were	to	summarize	the	argument	flow	of	Corinthians	very	broadly,	it	would	go	

a	little	something	like	this:	

o The	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	TRANSFORMATIVE.	

o The	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	COMPREHENSIVE.	

o Recipients	of	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	therefore	should	live	lives	of	grace-

fueled	and	Spirit	empowered	comprehensive	transformation.	

	

• Paul	is	now	going	to	turn	his	attention	to	the	way	that	the	Holy	Spirit	gifts	the	church	

for	effective	service	and	ministry.	The	church	in	Corinth	had	lots	of	gift,	but	not	a	lot	

of	maturity	in	how	they	needed	to	apply	those	gifts.	

• People	who	came	into	their	midst	would	never	find	them	dull,	they	just	weren’t	an	

impressive	bunch	in	maturity,	service,	restraint	and	humility.	

• So,	let	me	read	the	text	to	you	and	make	some	introductory	comments	that	will	set	

us	up	for	the	next	5	weeks	that	we	will	spend	together	in	1	Corinthians	12	to	14.	
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• Here	are	three	hopes	we	have	for	the	next	five	weeks:	

o Education	

§ Paul	is	going	to	tell	the	Corinthians	that	he	doesn’t	want	them	to	be	

uninformed	when	it	comes	to	spiritual	gifts.	The	same	is	true	for	us.	

§ I	have	learned	lots	researching	this	afresh	and	realized	that	I	held	

some	bias	based	on	experience	that	I	needed	to	lay	down.	

o Equipping	

§ We	want	to	see	you	using	your	gifts,	because	we	believe	that	you	will	

flourish	and	the	community	will	flourish.	

§ The	GC’s	will	be	getting	into	detail	in	terms	of	equipping	one	another	

for	using	the	gifts	in	community.	

o Expectancy	

§ My	big	prayer	is	that	we	would	grow	in	confidence	in	God’s	grace	and	

God’s	power,	and	that	we	would	become	a	people	who	expect	him	to	

move	amongst	us	because	he	does.	

§ I	think	we	are	weak	here.	I	say	that	as	an	indictment	on	me,	and	us.	

The	Corinthians	were	chaotic	but	expectant.	We	are	very	orderly,	but	

not	as	expectant	as	we	ought	to	be.	

§ Will	be	regular	prayer	meetings	and	some	fasting	together	in	this	

season…details	to	come.	

	

Passage:		

12	Now	concerning	spiritual	gifts,	brothers,	I	do	not	want	you	to	be	uninformed.	2	You	know	

that	when	you	were	pagans	you	were	led	astray	to	mute	idols,	however	you	were	led.	
3	Therefore	I	want	you	to	understand	that	no	one	speaking	in	the	Spirit	of	God	ever	says	

“Jesus	is	accursed!”	and	no	one	can	say	“Jesus	is	Lord”	except	in	the	Holy	Spirit.		
4	Now	there	are	varieties	of	gifts,	but	the	same	Spirit;	5	and	there	are	varieties	of	service,	but	

the	same	Lord;	6	and	there	are	varieties	of	activities,	but	it	is	the	same	God	who	empowers	

them	all	in	everyone.	7	To	each	is	given	the	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	for	the	common	good.1	

																																																								
1	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

12:1–7.	
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Main	Points:	

	

• As	we	get	in	to	the	topic	of	Spiritual	Gifts,	you	will	know	that	Christians	-	who	aren’t	

all	that	good	at	agreeing	on	stuff	-	have	some	camps	of	thought	on	what	gifts	are	

how	they	are	to	operate	in	the	church	today.	

• While	-	like	most	arguments	-	there	is	tons	of	nuance	and	subtlety	that	we	won’t	

have	time	for	today,	it	will	serve	us	well	to	essentially	define	the	groups	in	three	

categories,	with	a	couple	of	clear	distinctions	that	will	operate	as	guardrails	for	us.	

• This	is	not	an	attempt	to	prove	anyone	else	wrong	or	inferior	and	isn’t	a	desire	to	

box	you	in,	but	it	is	sometimes	helpful	to	have	some	outlines	and	some	definitions	of	

language	to	guide	us	so	that	we	don’t	end	up	saying	things	we	don’t	mean.		

• Okay,	3	camps.	

	

1. Cessationists	

a. Those	who	believe	that	certain	spiritual	gifts	(usually	the	more	miraculous	or	

supernatural	gifts	like	tongues,	prophecy,	words	of	knowledge,	healing	etc)	

ceased	to	operate	in	the	church	with	the	end	of	the	Apostolic	generation	and	

when	the	last	words	of	Scripture	were	breathed	out	by	God.	

b. The	biblical	warrant	for	this	is	actually	found	in	1	Corinthians	13:8,	which	

says…	

	

As	for	prophecies,	they	will	pass	away;	as	for	tongues,	they	will	cease;	as	for	knowledge,	it	

will	pass	away.	9	For	we	know	in	part	and	we	prophesy	in	part,	10	but	when	the	perfect	

comes,	the	partial	will	pass	away.2	

	

																																																								
	
2	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

13:8–10.	
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c. In	addition	to	that	biblical	warrant,	cessationists	also	becry	the	abuse	of	the	

gifts	by	conmen	pretending	to	be	healers,	and	charlatans	pretending	to	be	

apostles.	They	are	rightly	aggrieved	-	as	are	we	-	by	the	abuses	of	the	

seemingly	miraculous	-	often	for	profit,	that	does	so	much	damage	to	the	

name	and	cause	of	Jesus	Christ	in	the	world.	

d. This	is	our	theological	heritage	as	a	community.	This	church	abandoned	it	as	

a	position	a	couple	of	decades	ago.		

e. I	abandoned	it	as	a	position	some	years	ago	when	I	spoke	in	tongues	by	

mistake,	and	God	gave	me	a	word	of	knowledge	for	someone	on	a	plane,	not	

long	after	he	miraculously	healed	my	dad.	

f. Many	don’t	hold	to	this	position	intellectually	but	do	functionally.	We	have	

probably	been	too	close	to	that	reality	for	some	time.	

		

2. Continuationists/Charismatics	

a. There	is	a	hard	line	between	cessationists	and	continuanists,	and	then	there	

are	a	few	camps	on	each	spectrum.	

b. Where	a	cessationist	would	say	that	miraculous	gifts	have	ceased,	a	

continuationist	would	say	that	they….continue	today.	

c. This	would	broadly	define	our	position	today,	and	we	wouldn’t	break	

fellowship	with	someone	for	disagreeing	on	this,	we	would	just,	well,	

disagree.	

d. The	word	charismatic	though	is	slightly	to	extremely	problematic.	A	bit	like	

Evangelical,	it	is	overused	and	under-defined	and	so	ends	up	losing	a	lot	of	its	

meaning.	

e. We	are	charismatic	-	but	so	is	the	televangelist	asking	you	to	swipe	your	card	

and	put	your	hand	against	the	screen	-	and	so	is	a	guy	making	his	

congregation	drink	petrol.	So,	when	people	ask	us	if	we	are	charismatic,	we	

say	yes,	but	there	is	a	footnote,	well	like	a	book	of	footnotes.		

f. It	literally	means…full	of	gifts	of	grace.	So	ya,	we	do	want	to	be	that.	But	

more	accurately	described,	we	are	continuationists.	

g. In	the	spectrum	of	that	there	would	be	good	charismatics	who	hold	to	sound	

doctrine,	and	there	would	be	charismatics	who	place	spontaneous	divine	



	 5	

revelation	at	the	same	level	as	scripture,	and	diminish	the	sovereignty	of	God	

by	having	views	of	divine	rights	to	healing	etc.		

h. We	want	to	be	the	former.	

	

3. Pentecostals	

a. Pentecostals	aren’t	just	crazy	charismatics.	It’s	not	like	the	next	step	on	the	

spectrum.	It	is	a	different	thing.	

b. Pentecostals	believe	in	a	second	personal	experience	with	God	after	salvation	

which	is	necessary	in	order	for	a	Christian	to	live	a	victorious	and	effective	life	

as	a	Christ	follower.	Therefore,	there	are	Christians	who	have	the	Holy	Spirit	

and	Christians	who	don’t	really.	

c. The	way	that	you	know	the	difference	largely	hinges	on	one	gift	and	that	gift	

is	speaking	in	tongues	or	more	specifically	ecstatic	speech	(we	will	look	at	this	

in	week	4,	which	is	the	20th	of	August	if	you	like	to	plan	church	attendance	in	

advance).	

d. They	were	born	out	of	a	revival	movement	and	so	place	a	high	level	of	focus	

on	holy	living	and	striving	to	please	God.	As	with	charismatics,	there	is	a	

spectrum.		

	

• Alrighty,	so	as	we	read	the	Scriptures,	we	see	the	guardrails	in	this	as	the	land	

between	Cessationism	and	Pentecostalism.	We	are	happy	on	the	highway	in	

between,	but	not	just	because	we	like	the	middle,	but	because	we	feel	the	bible	

teaches	us	some	stuff	on	it,	so	let’s	look	at	it,	and	give	you	some	reasons	why.	

	

12	Now	concerning	spiritual	gifts,	brothers,	I	do	not	want	you	to	be	uninformed.	2	You	know	

that	when	you	were	pagans	you	were	led	astray	to	mute	idols,	however	you	were	led.	
3	Therefore	I	want	you	to	understand	that	no	one	speaking	in	the	Spirit	of	God	ever	says	

“Jesus	is	accursed!”	and	no	one	can	say	“Jesus	is	Lord”	except	in	the	Holy	Spirit.		

1. Every	Christian	Has	the	Spirit	

a. This	is	massive!	You	want	to	know	if	you	have	the	Holy	Spirit?	There	is	one	

test.	One	test.	Do	you	say	and	believe	that	Jesus	is	Lord?	Everyone	who	
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declares	Jesus	as	Lord	has	the	Spirit,	as	it	is	the	Spirit	that	enables	us	to	say	

that	in	the	first	place.	

b. In	John	15,	Jesus	tells	his	disciples	that	it	will	be	to	their	benefit	that	he	

departs	from	them.	Why?	Because	then	he	will	send	the	Spirit,	and	the	Spirit	

will	guide	them	in	all	truth,	by	convicting	people	of	sin	and	persuading	them	

of	their	need	for	salvation	to	escape	judgment.	He	will	do	that,	not	by	just	

giving	people	the	“feels”	but	by	glorifying	Jesus.	

c. So,	if	you	are	convicted	of	sin,	and	believe	that	Jesus	pays	for	that	sin,	there	is	

no	other	reasonable	possibility	for	you	believing	both	of	those	things	than	

the	fact	that	the	Holy	Spirit	has	helped	you	to	do	that.	

d. Isn’t	that	a	wonderful	relief?	I	felt	like	a	second-rate	Christian	citizen	for	so	

long	because	I	couldn’t	speak	in	tongues	and	had	never	witnessed	a	

miraculous	healing.	I	wondered	if	I	even	had	the	Spirit	of	God	and	longed	for	

an	experience	to	confirm	it.	The	fact	that	I	believe	Jesus	is	Lord,	is	a	miracle	

that	confirms	it.	

e. This	is	no	way	an	invitation	to	sit	back	though.	We	are	instructed	in	Scripture	

to	be	ongoingly	filled	with	the	Spirit.	Ongoingly….filled.	That	should	lead	to	a	

desire	and	appetite	for	more	of	God.	

	

	4	Now	there	are	varieties	of	gifts,	but	the	same	Spirit;	5	and	there	are	varieties	of	service,	but	

the	same	Lord;	6	and	there	are	varieties	of	activities,	but	it	is	the	same	God	who	empowers	

them	all	in	everyone.		7	To	each	is	given	the	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	for	the	common	

good.3		

2. Every	Christian	Is	Given	a	Gift	

a. There	is	a	bit	of	a	myth	in	churches	and	it	is	undeniably	exacerbated	by	the	

way	that	we	set	church	up.	The	myth	is	that	some	super	spiritual	leaders	

have	gifts	and	the	rest	of	us	gather	around	that	gift	to	applaud	it,	reward	it,	

critique	it,	and	live	off	of	it.	

																																																								
3	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

12:1–7.	
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b. One	of	the	disarming	things	about	the	bible	and	indeed	about	church	history	

is	that	God	continually	uses	very	ordinary	people	to	do	very	extraordinary	

things.	He	breathes	his	Spirit	into	very	broken	and	sinful	people,	and	then	

puts	them	on	display	as	trophies	of	his	grace.	

c. This	means	that	none	of	us	can	or	should	feel	overlooked,	but	it	also	means	

that	none	of	us	can	ever	boast,	because	the	gift	he	gives	us	is	exactly	that…a	

gift.	

d. This	is	disarming.	Gifts	aren’t	a	reward,	they	are	gift.	Let	me	just	speak	about	

my	own	experience	for	a	bit	here.	

i. I	know	that	in	this	season	of	my	life,	God	has	graciously	given	me	a	

gift	of	teaching.	An	ability	beyond	my	natural	ability	to	be	able	to	

communicate	his	word.	I	don’t	take	that	lightly.	

ii. But	you	might	presume	that	this	gift	waxes	and	wanes	with	spiritual	

performance,	when	it	doesn’t.	How	amazing	is	that?	

iii. There	have	been	times	where	I	have	been	spiritually	low	when	God	

has	worked	mightily	through	me.	That	is	a	gift,	and	that	keeps	us	from	

either	despair	or	pride,	because	it	has	very	little	to	do	with	me.	

iv. Now	am	I	accountable	for	how	I	follow	Christ	as	someone	with	a	

teaching	gift?	Yes,	the	scripture	is	clear	on	that.	But	he	gave	it	as	he	

saw	fit,	and	he	does	that	for	each	one	of	us.	

e. Now	that	might	lead	you	to	ask,	what	separates	a	gift	and	a	natural	ability?	I	

don’t	think	they	are	entirely	different	(it	is	unlikely	but	not	impossible	that	

God	will	gift	you	to	do	something	you	totally	detest	and	have	no	appetite	

for),	but	I	don’t	think	they	are	one	and	the	same	thing	either.	Look	at	how	Dr.	

Sam	Storms	(who	has	written	some	wonderful	books	on	the	topic)	defines	a	

spiritual	gift…	

	

“…a	God-given	and,	therefore,	gracious	capacity	to	serve	the	body	of	Christ.	It	is	a	divinely-

empowered	or	spiritually	energized	potential	to	minister	to	the	body	of	Christ	by	

communicating	the	knowledge,	power,	and	love	of	Jesus.”4	

																																																								
4	Dr.	Sam	Storms.	Life	in	the	Spirit	Sermon.	Bridgeway	Church.	
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f. It	is	given	by	God	-	for	the	benefit	the	church	-	and	it	points	to	Jesus.	

g. Notice	that	Paul	says	that	there	are	a	variety	of	activities	and	a	variety	of	

service.	He	doesn’t	equate	gift	with	role.	Many	of	us	stay	stuck,	because	

maybe	we	did	a	spiritual	gifts	survey	and	now	we	want	a	ministry	opportunity	

that	fits	that	gift	and	nothing	else.		

h. Paul	would	say,	there	are	lots	of	ways	to	serve,	so	get	at	it,	and	let	your	gift	

come	through	in	whatever	way	you	serve,	because	you	each	have	gift.	

i. Okay,	so	every	Christian	has	the	Spirit,	and	everyone	who	has	the	Spirit	has	a	

supernatural	ability	to	serve	the	body.	

	
4	Now	there	are	varieties	of	gifts,	but	the	same	Spirit;	5	and	there	are	varieties	of	service,	but	

the	same	Lord;	6	and	there	are	varieties	of	activities,	but	it	is	the	same	God	who	empowers	

them	all	in	everyone.		7	To	each	is	given	the	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	for	the	common	good.	
8	For	to	one	is	given	through	the	Spirit	the	utterance	of	wisdom,	and	to	another	the	

utterance	of	knowledge	according	to	the	same	Spirit,	9	to	another	faith	by	the	same	Spirit,	to	

another	gifts	of	healing	by	the	one	Spirit,	10	to	another	the	working	of	miracles,	to	another	

prophecy,	to	another	the	ability	to	distinguish	between	spirits,	to	another	various	kinds	of	

tongues,	to	another	the	interpretation	of	tongues.		

3. There	Are	a	Variety	of	Gifts,	and	They	All	Matter	

a. This	might	be	obvious,	but	it	isn’t	obvious	to	some.	Paul	says	some	get	this	

gift,	some	get	that	one.	

b. Interestingly	enough	Paul	includes	tongues	in	here,	so	that	makes	the	

Pentecostal	position	tricky,	at	best.	

c. We	will	get	into	descriptions	of	these	gifts	later	in	the	next	few	weeks,	but	

the	fact	that	Paul	always	lists	them	like	this	-	in	fits	and	starts	and	never	as	a	

complete	list	-	seems	to	suggest	that	he	is	less	concerned	with	which	

one/ones	you	have	and	is	more	concerned	that	you	know	that	you	have	

one/some	and	that	you	stop	looking	at	everyone	else	and	get	on	with	serving	

the	people	he	has	placed	around	you.	

d. The	problem	in	Corinth	-	as	we	will	see	in	the	next	few	weeks-	was	that	the	

Corinthians	all	wanted	the	more	visibly	spiritual	gifts.	They	loved	tongues	and	
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so	their	services	were	bananas,	and	they	loved	teaching	so	much	so	that	they	

taught	over	each	other.	

e. A	variety	of	gifts	is	needed.	

	
11	All	these	are	empowered	by	one	and	the	same	Spirit,	who	apportions	to	each	one	

individually	as	he	wills.5		

4. God	Gives	the	Gifts	for	the	Benefit	of	the	Body	

a. We	don’t	get	to	pick	and	choose	which	one	we	want.	God	apportions	and	we	

must	trust	Him.	In	fact,	while	we	are	told	to	eagerly	desire	spiritual	gifts,	the	

only	one	we	are	instructed	to	ask	for	specifically	is	prophecy,	and	the	reason	

for	that	is	the	way	that	it	encourages	others,	and	this	is	the	big	idea	of	the	

gifts.	

b. Paul	says	they	are	for	the	common	good.	Now	stop	for	a	sec,	because	this	

means	some	stuff.	

i. God	has	graciously	given	you	a	gift	to	supernaturally	serve	other	

believers.	

ii. That	gift	is	therefore	needed	by	other	believers.		

iii. He	gives	you	the	gift	and	then	gives	you	as	a	gift	to	a	community.	

iv. If	you	aren’t	currently	using	it	to	serve	others,	then	we	are	weaker	as	

a	community	as	a	result,	and	you	are	weaker	as	a	believer	as	a	

consequence.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

																																																								
5	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

12:8–11.	
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Conclusion:	

• Oh,	what	a	gracious	God	we	have!	

o He	gives	us	salvation	as	a	free	gift	through	the	sacrifice	of	his	perfect	Son.	

o He	gives	us	the	Spirit	to	enable	us	to	have	faith	in	that	free	gift	of	grace.	

o He	gives	us	a	family,	a	community	in	which	we	get	to	live	that	faith	out	with	

others.	

o He	gives	us	gifts	so	that	we	are	able	to	do	that,	knowing	that	we	won’t	be	

able	to	do	it	ourselves.	

	

• The	appropriate	response	today	is	WONDER	and	DESIRE.	

• We	said	that	hope	to	see	education,	equipping	and	expectation	and	I	am	hoping	that	

while	we	have	had	a	little	bit	of	education	today,	there	has	mainly	been	a	shot	in	the	

arm	of	our	all	too	often	meager	expectation	that	God	can	and	will	do	something	

supernatural	in,	for	and	through	us.	

		

	

	

	

	

	

	


