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The	Call	Conference	2017	

Sunday	PM	Session	

Living	Water	for	Thirsty	Souls	

	

Intro:	

• Evening.	Good	to	be	back	with	you	all.	I	love	this	place,	and	you	people.	

• John	4	is	where	we	will	be.	I	want	us	to	read	quite	a	long	piece	of	gospel	narrative	

together	tonight.	

• I	know	we	have	been	speaking	to	one	another	in	Psalms	all	weekend,	and	I	have	

loved	that,	but	tonight	I	have	something	burning	in	me	that	I	hope	will	be	a	great	

way	to	close	out	this	weekend.	

• So	please	turn	with	me	to	a	very	well-known	passage	that	I	hope	we	will	see	with	

fresh	eyes	tonight.	I	have	assumed	that	I	knew	this	text	for	my	whole	Christian	life,	

but	recently,	I	believe	the	Spirit	has	been	bringing	some	stuff	to	my	mind	as	I	have	

read	it,	that	has	been	very	good	for	my	soul.	

• I	am	going	to	try	something	a	bit	different	for	you	tonight.	I	will	give	you	the	main	

idea	of	the	whole	sermon	right	at	the	start.	It’s	called	a	Proposition	Statement	-	the	

main	idea	of	a	text	that	a	preacher	wants	to	highlight.	

• Ever	sat	through	a	sermon	and	just	wished	the	preacher	would	get	to	the	point?	

Well	here	you	go,	you’re	welcome.	

	

Jesus	goes	out	of	his	way	to	save	people	

People,	who	no	one	else	would	want	

And	to	give	their	life	dignity,	meaning	and	Kingdom	purpose		

	

	

• You	ready?	We	will	read	a	bit	and	talk	a	bit	and	work	our	way	through	it.		

• Let	me	pray,	and	then	let’s	go.	

• John	4.	
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Passage	and	Main	Points:	

Now	when	Jesus	learned	that	the	Pharisees	had	heard	that	Jesus	was	making	and	baptizing	

more	disciples	than	John	2(although	Jesus	himself	did	not	baptize,	but	only	his	disciples),	3	he	

left	Judea	and	departed	again	for	Galilee.	

	

• It	is	so	disarming	to	see	that	Jesus	will	just	have	very	little	to	do	with	the	fame	game.	

It	must	have	been	so	frustrating	to	be	one	of	his	disciples.	Just	as	things	are	starting	

to	go	really	well,	he	leaves.	He	does	it	again	and	again.	See	Mark	1.	

• As	soon	as	there	is	going	to	be	comparison	between	him	and	John,	Jesus	is	like,	“I’m	

out”.	And	John	was	the	“I	am	not	worthy	to	tie	his	sandals.	He	must	increase,	I	must	

decrease	guy.”	

• Imagine	the	two	of	them	arriving	at	a	doorway	at	the	same	time.	

• I	think	Jesus	and	John	would	have	very	disappointing	social	media	profiles.		

	

	4	And	he	had	to	pass	through	Samaria.	5	So	he	came	to	a	town	of	Samaria	called	Sychar,	

near	the	field	that	Jacob	had	given	to	his	son	Joseph.	6	Jacob’s	well	was	there;	so	Jesus,	

wearied	as	he	was	from	his	journey,	was	sitting	beside	the	well.	It	was	about	the	sixth	hour.		
7	A	woman	from	Samaria	came	to	draw	water.	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Give	me	a	drink.”	8	(For	his	

disciples	had	gone	away	into	the	city	to	buy	food.)	9	The	Samaritan	woman	said	to	him,	

“How	is	it	that	you,	a	Jew,	ask	for	a	drink	from	me,	a	woman	of	Samaria?”	(For	Jews	have	no	

dealings	with	Samaritans.)	

	

Jesus	Goes	Out	of	His	Way	to	Save	People	

a. Three	incredible	things	for	us	to	consider	about	the	incarnation	from	this	little	

section	of	text,	all	of	which	speak	so	powerfully	about	the	lengths	Jesus	goes	to	save	

his	people.	

b. First,	he	says	he	has	to	go	through	Samaria,	showing	that	he	would	follow	the	Spirit	

anywhere	to	win	lost	souls.	

i. Now	this	is	key.	I	know	you	guys	know	your	ancient	Middle	Eastern	geography	

and	history	super	well,	so	this	will	be	old	hat	for	you,	but	just	deal	with	me	

here	for	a	sec.	
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ii. Jesus	didn’t	have	to	go	through	Samaria,	and	in	fact	most	other	men	in	his	

position	would	never	have	done	it.	

iii. It	was	the	most	direct	route,	to	be	sure,	but	most	Jewish	religious	teachers	and	

leaders	refused	to	travel	through	Samaria	and	so	took	the	longer	route	via	

Jericho	and	along	the	Jordan	river.	

iv. Why?	Jews	hated	Samaritans.	Why?	

1. Goes	back	to	the	splitting	of	the	Northern	and	Southern	Kingdoms	and	

the	captivity	at	the	hands	of	the	Assyrians	in	721	BC.	

2. They	carried	the	people	of	Israel	off	and	inhabited	the	land	with	

foreigners.	By	the	time	the	people	returned,	the	worship	of	God	was	

unrecognizable	to	Jews,	as	a	weird	hybrid	of	Judaism	and	Pagan	ritual,	

and	the	bloodline	was	messed	up	with	lots	of	foreign	blood.	

3. When	the	Southern	Kingdom	becomes	well	established	again,	and	

Nehemiah	rebuilds	Jerusalem,	it	is	written	that	Samaritans	are	no	

longer	allowed	in	the	temple.	So,	they	build	their	own	one.	

4. These	people	hated	each	other	in	Jesus’	day.	For	a	Jew	to	interact	and	

engage	with	a	Samaritan	would	render	them	unclean	according	to	the	

religious	teachings	of	the	day.	

5. You	guys	see	how	hilarious	Jesus’	parable	of	the	Good	Samaritan	is?	

v. But	how	kind	is	our	Jesus?	While	the	Samaritans	constantly	heard	that	they	

had	to	find	some	sort	of	way	back	to	God,	God	the	Son	was	making	his	way	

towards	them.	

vi. He	leaves	the	comfort	of	heaven	to	come	to	earth	to	save	us,	and	then	he	

leaves	the	confines	of	Jerusalem	to	go	to	Samaria	to	save	the	most	unlikely	of	

people.	

c. Second,	he	rests	because	he	is	tired,	showing	us	again	the	supreme	humility	in	his	

very	real	incarnation.	

i. I	know	you	might	think	this	is	an	irrelevant	piece	of	info	in	the	text,	but	it	is	

massively	encouraging	to	me.	

ii. Jesus	fully	submits	himself	to	his	humanity	in	the	incarnation	and	part	of	that	

means	he	gets	tired.	He	experiences	limitation.	
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iii. Why?	So	that	you	and	I	have	a	sympathetic	high	priest	who	is	able	to	

sympathize	with	our	weaknesses,	and	identify	with	our	humanity.	

d. Third,	he	is	prepared	to	defile	himself	in	order	to	engage	the	defiled.	

i. Hear	me	clearly.	Jesus	never	sins.	But	here	he	shows	a	beautiful	

foreshadowing	of	what	he	is	going	to	do	for	us.	

ii. He	asks	the	woman	for	water	and	she	is	confused.	Why?	A	Jew	couldn’t	drink	

from	a	cup	that	was	handled	by	a	Samaritan.	It	would	render	him	unclean.	

iii. Oh,	our	Jesus,	taking	uncleanness	on	himself	to	offer	us	living	water.	

e. Friends,	just	consider	the	incarnation	for	a	second	with	me.	That	Jesus	empties	

himself	and	takes	on	flesh	and	comes	to	save	us,	before	any	of	us	knew	or	believed	

that	we	needed	saving.	

f. He	does	this	for	this	Samaritan	village.	He	does	this	for	us.	

g. How	many	of	us	are	doing	all	we	can	to	try	and	win	favor	from	God?	We	are	treating	

him	like	a	human	relationship,	which	is	usually	give	and	take,	barter	and	trade.	You	

do	this,	so	you	get	that	in	return.	

h. We	respond	to	first	moves,	and	we	see	first	moves	as	signs	of	real	love.	Not	so?	The	

incarnation	is	the	best	and	biggest	first	move	in	the	history	of	the	world.	

i. The	message	of	the	gospel	isn’t	that	you	need	to	go	on	long	pilgrimages	to	find	

God.	The	message	of	the	gospel	is	that	God	comes	to	find	you,	regardless	of	

how	far	you	have	wandered.	

ii. The	message	of	the	gospel	isn’t	that	you	need	to	figure	out	how	to	get	out	of	

sin	to	somehow	get	closer	to	Christ.	Rather,	Christ	became	sin	for	us	that	we	

might	become	the	righteousness	of	Christ.	

i. Do	you	wonder	if	God	loves	you?	Look	at	Christ	and	wonder	no	more.	

	

	

	10	Jesus	answered	her,	“If	you	knew	the	gift	of	God,	and	who	it	is	that	is	saying	to	you,	‘Give	

me	a	drink,’	you	would	have	asked	him,	and	he	would	have	given	you	living	water.”	11	The	

woman	said	to	him,	“Sir,	you	have	nothing	to	draw	water	with,	and	the	well	is	deep.	Where	

do	you	get	that	living	water?	12	Are	you	greater	than	our	father	Jacob?	He	gave	us	the	well	

and	drank	from	it	himself,	as	did	his	sons	and	his	livestock.”	13	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Everyone	

who	drinks	of	this	water	will	be	thirsty	again,	14	but	whoever	drinks	of	the	water	that	I	will	
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give	him	will	never	be	thirsty	again.	The	water	that	I	will	give	him	will	become	in	him	a	

spring	of	water	welling	up	to	eternal	life.”	15	The	woman	said	to	him,	“Sir,	give	me	this	water,	

so	that	I	will	not	be	thirsty	or	have	to	come	here	to	draw	water.”		
16	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Go,	call	your	husband,	and	come	here.”	17	The	woman	answered	him,	“I	

have	no	husband.”	Jesus	said	to	her,	“You	are	right	in	saying,	‘I	have	no	husband’;	18	for	you	

have	had	five	husbands,	and	the	one	you	now	have	is	not	your	husband.	What	you	have	said	

is	true.”	19	The	woman	said	to	him,	“Sir,	I	perceive	that	you	are	a	prophet.	20	Our	fathers	

worshiped	on	this	mountain,	but	you	say	that	in	Jerusalem	is	the	place	where	people	ought	

to	worship.”	21	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Woman,	believe	me,	the	hour	is	coming	when	neither	on	

this	mountain	nor	in	Jerusalem	will	you	worship	the	Father.	22	You	worship	what	you	do	not	

know;	we	worship	what	we	know,	for	salvation	is	from	the	Jews.	23	But	the	hour	is	coming,	

and	is	now	here,	when	the	true	worshipers	will	worship	the	Father	in	spirit	and	truth,	for	the	

Father	is	seeking	such	people	to	worship	him.	24	God	is	spirit,	and	those	who	worship	him	

must	worship	in	spirit	and	truth.”	25	The	woman	said	to	him,	“I	know	that	Messiah	is	coming	

(he	who	is	called	Christ).	When	he	comes,	he	will	tell	us	all	things.”	26	Jesus	said	to	her,	“I	who	

speak	to	you	am	he.”		

	

Jesus	Goes	Out	of	His	Way	to	Save	People	Who	No	One	Else	Wants	

a. How	many	of	us	know	this	story	as	the	story	of	the	immoral	woman?	I	did	too	for	

many	years,	and	there	is	some	justification	to	that,	but	as	I	have	studied	it	afresh,	

I	really	think	we	have	flattened	out	the	woman	and	inserted	her	into	our	context	

and	largely	ignored	her	own.	

b. Let	me	explain:	

i. John	never	calls	her	sinful,	when	the	gospel	writers	are	very	specific	and	

deliberate	in	doing	that	with	other	characters.	

ii. Jesus	never	calls	her	to	repentance,	which	he	does	with	the	most	fragile	of	

other	sinners.	

iii. It	is	quite	frankly	impossible	that	this	woman	had	chosen	to	be	married	five	

times,	and	her	current	living	situation	wouldn’t	have	been	her	choice	

either.		
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1. There	were	three	schools	of	thought	prevalent	in	Israel	around	

divorce	and	these	norms	-	so	far	as	we	can	tell	-	were	also	widely	

accepted	(although	with	some	differences	in	Samaria).	

a. Three	main	interpretations	from	Shimmai,	Hillel	and	Akiba.	

b. Shammai	was	strict.	No	divorce	except	for	unfaithfulness.	

c. Hillel	was	less	strict	and	allowed	divorce	for	more	reasons.	

Eg	burning	dinner,	spinning	so	that	ankles	were	made	visible	

as	dress	lifted,	speaking	to	another	man,	negative	comments	

of	her	mother	in	law.	

d. Akiba	was	ridiculous.	He	allowed	divorce	even	if	you	found	

anyone	else	more	attractive.	He	had	a	lot	of	followers.	

2. What	is	important	to	note	is	that	in	no	school	of	thought	would	a	

woman	be	able	to	initiate	a	divorce	on	her	own.	She	could	apply	for	

it,	but	would	need	a	male	advocate,	and	usually	adultery	needed	to	

be	proven	to	a	religious	council	who	could	decide	whether	to	grant	

it	or	not.	Moses	had	granted	a	concession	of	divorce	but	didn’t	

allow	for	a	woman	to	issue	it.	It	was	given	to	protect	the	divorced	

woman’s	rights.	

iv. So,	bear	with	me	here.	Here	are	our	options	for	why	this	woman	has	had	

five	husbands.		

1. Five	men	have	died.	

2. Five	men	have	found	fault	in	her	and	rejected	her.	

3. Some	have	died	and	the	others	have	divorced	her.	

v. Whichever	option	it	is,	this	woman	is	a	victim.	A	tragically	overlooked	and	

terribly	treated	woman,	who	is	now	experiencing	further	vulnerability	

because	a	man	is	probably	treating	her	as	a	concubine.	

c. And	our	King	Jesus.	Goes	out	of	his	way	to	meet	her.	Treats	her	as	a	person.	

Refuses	to	define	her	by	her	past.	Gives	her	the	dignity	of	engaging	with	her	on	

theology.	And	offers	her	eternal	life.	

d. How	many	of	us,	feel	like	the	real	us,	the	exposed	us,	would	be	rejected	or	has	

been	rejected	by	others	and	so	will	be	rejected	and	has	been	rejected	by	God?	
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27	Just	then	his	disciples	came	back.	They	marveled	that	he	was	talking	with	a	woman,	but	no	

one	said,	“What	do	you	seek?”	or,	“Why	are	you	talking	with	her?”	28	So	the	woman	left	her	

water	jar	and	went	away	into	town	and	said	to	the	people,	29	“Come,	see	a	man	who	told	me	

all	that	I	ever	did.	Can	this	be	the	Christ?”	30	They	went	out	of	the	town	and	were	coming	to	

him.		

	
39	Many	Samaritans	from	that	town	believed	in	him	because	of	the	woman’s	testimony,	“He	

told	me	all	that	I	ever	did.”	40	So	when	the	Samaritans	came	to	him,	they	asked	him	to	stay	

with	them,	and	he	stayed	there	two	days.	41	And	many	more	believed	because	of	his	word.	
42	They	said	to	the	woman,	“It	is	no	longer	because	of	what	you	said	that	we	believe,	for	we	

have	heard	for	ourselves,	and	we	know	that	this	is	indeed	the	Savior	of	the	world.”1	

	

Jesus	goes	out	of	his	way	to	save	people,	who	no	one	else	wants,	and	to	give	their	life	

dignity,	meaning	and	Kingdom	purpose		

	

a. Straight	away,	the	woman	is	invited	to	be	a	partner	in	the	mission	of	God.	

b. The	call	to	receive	the	gospel	is	simultaneously	a	call	to	share	the	gospel,	and	

God	blesses	her	participation.	

c. He	sends	her,	armed	with	nothing	but	her	own	story,	and	an	entire	little	town	is	

upended	as	a	result.	

d. In	the	same	way,	God	sends	us	now.	Fallen,	rejected,	barely	hanging	on	sorts	of	

people	armed	with	nothing	but	a	story	of	how	Jesus	knows	everything	about	us	

and	still	loves	us.	

e. He	sent	the	woman	into	her	town.	He	is	sending	you	to	your	school,	workplace,	

bookclub,	Monday	morning	commute,	engagement	in	retail	space	armed	with	

nothing	but	your	story.	

	

																																																								
1	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	Jn	4:1–

42.	
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Jesus	went	out	of	his	way	to	save	you,	even	though	there	is	no	real	reason	that	he	would	

want	you,	and	now	he	has	given	your	life	dignity,	meaning	and	Kingdom	purpose.	

	

GO!	

	

		

	

	

	


