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Messy	Grace	-	Part	26	

20	August	2017	

“Gifted,	Godly	Gatherings”	

BBC	AM	

	

	

Intro:	

• Sanibonani,	Dumelang,	Howzit,	Good	to	see	you.	

• We	are	in	week	4	of	a	5-week	sub	series	in	1	Corinthians.	We	have	spent	most	of	the	

year	in	1	Corinthians	and	are	spending	5	weeks	in	chapters	12-14.	

• I	hope	and	pray	that	it	has	been	useful	to	you	in	some	way,	shape	or	form.	As	

always,	we	would	love	to	hear	from	you	to	find	out	what	God	has	been	teaching	you.	

• Today,	we	will	be	in	chapter	14,	where	Paul	discusses	tongues,	prophecy	and	women	

in	public	gatherings.	So,	nothing	controversial	there	at	all.	

• I	am	going	to	ask	us	to	remember	that	Paul	is	living	in	and	writing	to	a	context.	That	

is	essential,	and	we	must	remember	that.	By	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	his	words	

continue	to	be	authoritative	and	helpful	for	us	today,	but,	in	order	for	us	to	know	

what	they	mean	for	us	today,	we	must	first	establish	what	they	meant	to	the	original	

hearers.		

• A	great	grid	for	us	for	biblical	understanding	is	that	it	cannot	mean	what	it	never	

meant.		

	

• So,	let	us,	before	we	read	the	text,	which	will	be	lengthy,	remind	ourselves	why	Paul	

is	writing	this	stuff	to	the	church	in	Corinth	in	the	first	place.	

	

• Paul	planted	this	church	but	hasn’t	seen	them	in	a	while.	

• He	tells	them	right	from	the	get	go	that	giftedness	isn’t	their	issue	-	maturity	is.	In	

chapter	1	he	affirms	that	they	don’t	lack	any	gift,	but	he	then	spends	the	next	13	

chapters	showing	how	they	lack	the	maturity	to	operate	the	variety	of	gifts	that	they	

have.	

o Their	loyalties	were	immature.	
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o Their	lack	of	unity	was	immature.	

o Their	lack	of	sexual	purity	was	immature.	

o Their	misunderstanding	of	marriage	and	singleness	was	immature.	

o Their	desire	to	express	freedom	was	immature.	

• Now	he	is	going	to	turn	to	what	their	Sunday	gatherings	looked	like,	and	they	were	

immature.	

• Now,	this	will	be	hard	for	us	to	imagine	in	this	place.	So	maybe	pretend	you	are	

somewhere	else.	But	the	Corinthian	gatherings	were	chaos.	Tons	of	people	spoke	in	

tongues	at	the	same	time.	People	would	prophecy	right	throughout	the	service	-	and	

often	at	the	same	time.	Women	were	shouting	out	from	where	they	were	sitting	

when	they	didn’t	understand	something,	or	didn’t	agree.	

• This	week	at	our	teaching	meeting	we	spoke	about	how	Paul’s	letter	to	BBC	would	

probably	be	very	different	from	his	letter	to	Corinth.	He	would	probably	be	calling	us	

to	loosen	up	a	bit,	where	he	was	calling	them	to	tighten	up	a	lot.	

• With	all	that	said,	let	me	read	you	some	of	the	text	and	let’s	get	going.	

	

Passage	and	Main	Points:	

14	Pursue	love,	and	earnestly	desire	the	spiritual	gifts,		

	

• What	a	summary	of	his	argument.		

• This	is	a	wake-up	call	to	us	as	a	congregation.	

o Pursue	love.	Chase	after	it.	Don’t	wait	to	feel	it.	Look	for	people	to	love.	The	

word	is	a	combination	of	effort	and	pre-planned	outcome.	Moving	

deliberately	towards	something.	

o Earnestly	desire	the	spiritual	gifts.	These	aren’t	an	add	on	for	the	super	holy,	

or	crazy	charismatic.	This	is	a	desire	that	is	required	for	Christ	followers.	

	

14	Pursue	love,	and	earnestly	desire	the	spiritual	gifts,	especially	that	you	may	prophesy.	
2	For	one	who	speaks	in	a	tongue	speaks	not	to	men	but	to	God;	for	no	one	understands	him,	

but	he	utters	mysteries	in	the	Spirit.	3	On	the	other	hand,	the	one	who	prophesies	speaks	to	

people	for	their	upbuilding	and	encouragement	and	consolation.	4	The	one	who	speaks	in	a	
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tongue	builds	up	himself,	but	the	one	who	prophesies	builds	up	the	church.	5	Now	I	want	you	

all	to	speak	in	tongues,	but	even	more	to	prophesy.	The	one	who	prophesies	is	greater	than	

the	one	who	speaks	in	tongues,	unless	someone	interprets,	so	that	the	church	may	be	built	

up.	6	Now,	brothers,	if	I	come	to	you	speaking	in	tongues,	how	will	I	benefit	you	unless	I	bring	

you	some	revelation	or	knowledge	or	prophecy	or	teaching?	7	If	even	lifeless	instruments,	

such	as	the	flute	or	the	harp,	do	not	give	distinct	notes,	how	will	anyone	know	what	is	

played?	8	And	if	the	bugle	gives	an	indistinct	sound,	who	will	get	ready	for	battle?	9	So	with	

yourselves,	if	with	your	tongue	you	utter	speech	that	is	not	intelligible,	how	will	anyone	

know	what	is	said?	For	you	will	be	speaking	into	the	air.		

	

• Eg	Vuvuzelas	vs	trumpets.	

	
10	There	are	doubtless	many	different	languages	in	the	world,	and	none	is	without	meaning,	
11	but	if	I	do	not	know	the	meaning	of	the	language,	I	will	be	a	foreigner	to	the	speaker	and	

the	speaker	a	foreigner	to	me.	

	

• This	is	something	really	worth	thinking	about	in	a	multi-lingual	community.	We	must	

try	to	build	bridges	so	that	people	don’t	always	feel	like	a	foreigner	to	what	is	

happening	on	stage.	

	

	12	So	with	yourselves,	since	you	are	eager	for	manifestations	of	the	Spirit,	strive	to	excel	in	

building	up	the	church.		

	

• You	like	supernatural	stuff?	Great.	Make	sure	it	isn’t	about	you	and	is	good	for	other	

people	too.	

	
13	Therefore,	one	who	speaks	in	a	tongue	should	pray	that	he	may	interpret.	14	For	if	I	pray	in	

a	tongue,	my	spirit	prays	but	my	mind	is	unfruitful.	15	What	am	I	to	do?	I	will	pray	with	my	

spirit,	but	I	will	pray	with	my	mind	also;	I	will	sing	praise	with	my	spirit,	but	I	will	sing	with	

my	mind	also.	
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• Paul	doesn’t	want	people	stuck	either	in	their	heads	or	hearts.	He	wants	them	to	

offer	their	entire	selves	to	worship.	

• Pray	with	your	heart,	and	your	mind.	Sing	with	your	heart,	and	your	head.	

	

	16	Otherwise,	if	you	give	thanks	with	your	spirit,	how	can	anyone	in	the	position	of	an	

outsider	say	“Amen”	to	your	thanksgiving	when	he	does	not	know	what	you	are	saying?	
17	For	you	may	be	giving	thanks	well	enough,	but	the	other	person	is	not	being	built	up.	18	I	

thank	God	that	I	speak	in	tongues	more	than	all	of	you.	19	Nevertheless,	in	church	I	would	

rather	speak	five	words	with	my	mind	in	order	to	instruct	others,	than	ten	thousand	words	in	

a	tongue.		
20	Brothers,	do	not	be	children	in	your	thinking.	Be	infants	in	evil,	but	in	your	thinking	be	

mature.	21	In	the	Law	it	is	written,	“By	people	of	strange	tongues	and	by	the	lips	of	foreigners	

will	I	speak	to	this	people,	and	even	then	they	will	not	listen	to	me,	says	the	Lord.”	22	Thus	

tongues	are	a	sign	not	for	believers	but	for	unbelievers,	while	prophecy	is	a	sign	not	for	

unbelievers	but	for	believers.	

	

• This	is	fascinating	and	has	had	commentators	arguing	for	years,	but	Paul	quotes	a	

warning	to	the	people	of	Israel	from	Isa	28,	which	is	also	seen	in	Deut	28,	where	God	

warns	people	that	if	they	don’t	listen	to	him,	they	are	going	to	end	up	being	taught	

by	foreigners	they	don’t	understand.	

• Therefore,	tongues	are	like	a	sign	of	judgment	for	unbelievers,	and	one	that	they	

can’t	do	anything	about.	Prophecy	is	something	that	the	covenant	community	can	

understand	and	respond	to,	but	Paul	is	going	to	go	on	to	say	that	those	outside	will	

be	able	to	understand	it	and	do	something	about	it	too.	

	

	23	If,	therefore,	the	whole	church	comes	together	and	all	speak	in	tongues,	and	outsiders	or	

unbelievers	enter,	will	they	not	say	that	you	are	out	of	your	minds?	24	But	if	all	prophesy,	and	

an	unbeliever	or	outsider	enters,	he	is	convicted	by	all,	he	is	called	to	account	by	all,	25	the	
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secrets	of	his	heart	are	disclosed,	and	so,	falling	on	his	face,	he	will	worship	God	and	declare	

that	God	is	really	among	you.1	

	

• Paul	wants	the	church	to	have	evangelistic	meetings.	Meeting	that	are	naturally	

supernatural	and	meetings	that	are	comfortably	uncomfortable	for	outsiders.	That	is	

the	language	we	use	when	planning	and	reviewing	services	here	at	BBC.	

• We	want	to	be	comfortable	in	that	we	don’t	want	people	to	feel	like	outsiders	just	

because	we	are	weird	and	unthoughtful.	AND…we	want	people	to	be	

uncomfortable,	that	the	Spirit	of	God	would	be	present	and	working	and	convicting,	

and	showing	people	that	He	is	alive,	which	is	uncomfortable	if	you	walked	in	thinking	

that	wasn’t	true.	

• Okay,	but	what	on	earth	are	these	tongues	and	prophecy	that	Paul	speaks	of?	

• Let’s	stick	with	the	analogy	of	the	body	that	Paul	has	been	using.	

	

Tongues	is	a	gift	that	helps	us	to	say	what	we	couldn’t	otherwise	say	

1. Let’s	just	recap	some	of	the	things	that	we	have	already	said	about	tongues	in	the	

series	so	far.	

a. We	believe	that	it	continues	to	be	given	to	the	church	today.	

b. We	don’t	believe	that	it	is	given	to	every	believer,	and	so	it	doesn’t	serve	as	

evidence	of	someone	having	the	Holy	Spirit.	

c. We	believe	that	it	is	a	good	gift	that	should	be	desired.	

d. We	don’t	see	it	as	an	out	of	body	or	crazy	emotive	ecstatic	experience,	that	

brings	chaos	and	confusion	into	gatherings,	that	we	see	so	much	of	in	

churches	today,	which	is	exactly	the	kind	of	thing	that	Paul	is	teaching	

against.	

2. So,	what	is	it?	Well	in	Scripture	we	see	three	types	of	tongues	clearly	on	display.	

a. The	ability	to	speak	an	actual	foreign	language	that	you	have	never	learned.	

i. eg	Acts	2.	

																																																								
1		The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

14:1–25.	

	



	 6	

b. A	private	prayer	language	that	allows	one	to	commune	with	God	in	an	

extraordinary	way.	

i. Paul	speaks	here	of	speaking	mysteries	to	God	in	a	way	that	no	one	

understands.	

ii. Have	you	ever	noticed	how	language	is	a	tremendous	liberator	and	

frustrating	limiter	at	the	same	time?	

iii. It’s	liberating	in	that	it	is	a	remarkable	gift	that	sets	us	apart	from	all	

of	God’s	other	creatures	in	the	complexities	that	we	are	able	to	

communicate.	

1. I	am	speaking	complex	truths	to	you	now.	Connecting	us	in	a	

shared	experience	of	language.	

2. Sue	often	asks	me,	what	are	you	thinking?	How	are	you	

feeling?	These	are	beautiful	moments	of	connectivity	that	are	

enabled	by	language.	

3. Why	I	love	poetry,	and	Bob	Dylan	lyrics,	and	good	hip-hop.		

iv. It’s	limiting	in	that	we	don’t	all	speak	the	same	language	and	we	don’t	

all	have	the	same	ability	to	be	able	to	articulate	what	we	are	thinking	

or	feeling.	You	ever	noticed	that?	You	are	feeling	something	or	

thinking	something	profound	and	intense,	but	as	soon	as	you	give	it	

words	you	find	that	it	has	been	forced	to	change	somewhat?	

1. I	think	this	is	where	this	wonderful	gift	can	come	in.	

2. In	Psalm	5,	David	runs	out	of	words	and	asks	God	to	hear	his	

groaning.	In	Romans	8:26-27	we	are	told	that	the	Spirit	

intercedes	for	us	with,	“groanings	too	deep	for	words”	

because	we	don’t	even	know	what	to	pray.	

3. Eg,	My	friend	Mark	was	murdered	10	years	ago	on	his	wedding	

night.	I	was	in	my	first	year	as	a	pastor.	It	was	my	first	

wedding,	and	I	did	his	funeral	a	few	days	later.	When	I	got	the	

call	that	he	was	dead,	I	cried	out	to	God	in	an	anguish	that	I	

had	never	experienced	before,	without	words,	in	tongues,	

with	groans.	The	Spirit	comforted	me	tremendously	in	that.	
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c. A	revelatory	language	for	the	church	that	is	unknown	to	the	speaker	and	

expressed	in	a	spiritual	language	that	is	then	interpreted	for	the	benefit	of	

the	church.	

i. Now	I	must	confess	that	I	haven’t	often	seen	this	well	done.	We	saw	it	

done	here	a	few	years	ago,	and	it	felt	biblical	and	good,	and	I	think	we	

need	to	press	on	here	and	be	prepared	to	make	a	couple	of	mistakes	

if	we	believe	in	this	ongoing	gift.	

ii. In	verse	28,	Paul	says,	don’t	do	it	unless	there	is	an	interpreter.	

iii. So,	if	you	feel	God	lay	a	tongue	on	your	heart	for	the	church,	ask	that	

you	may	interpret,	or	ask	God	to	provide	an	interpreter.	If	you	are	

someone	with	a	track	record	of	the	gift	of	interpretation,	then	please	

make	yourself	known	to	us.	

3. Alrighty,	tongues.	They	are	a	gift	given	to	the	church	to	help	us	to	say	what	we	

couldn’t	otherwise	say.	

4. What	about	prophecy?	

	

Prophecy	is	a	gift	that	helps	us	to	see	what	we	couldn’t	otherwise	see	

1. Again,	we	are	too	quick	to	associate	gift	with	office.	We	love	doing	this.		

2. Two	ways	I	see	churches	doing	this:	

a. Equating	prophetic	gift	with	the	OT	office	of	prophet.	

i. The	authority	of	the	prophetic	office	was	high	in	the	OT,	as	we	had	

yet	to	receive	the	full	counsel	of	God	in	Scripture,	the	revelation	of	

the	one	whom	the	prophets	spoke	in	Christ,	or	the	outpouring	of	the	

Holy	Spirit	that	came	at	Pentecost	and	continues	to	happen	into	the	

church.	

ii. If	we	wanted	that	measure	of	prophetic	authority	then	we	would	

need	the	same	level	of	prophetic	accountability	that	is	outlined	in	

Deuteronomy	18.	

b. Undermining	prophetic	gift	by	equating	prophecy	with	preachers.	

i. Held	to	this	for	a	long	time.	I	now	realize	that	a	lot	of	preaching	is	

prophecy	and	a	lot	of	prophecy	can	be	preaching,	but	they	are	not	the	

same	thing.	
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3. Prophecy	is	someone	presenting	a	revealed	truth	about	the	nature	of	God,	and/or	of	

man,	that	leads	to	conviction,	repentance,	upbuilding,	encouragement	and	

consolation	in	the	hearer.	

4. It	is	God	supernaturally	gifting	ordinary	people	to	speak	out	words	that	he	gives	to	

them.	These	words	must	be	tested	against	Scripture,	but	mustn’t	be	treated	with	

contempt	or	too	easily	dismissed	(1	Thess	5:19-20).	

5. We	see	two	clear	sorts	of	manifestations	of	this	gift.	One	is	a	word	of	instruction	in	

the	present	and	one	is	a	vision	of	something	that	will	be	in	the	future.	We	call	them	

Forth-telling	and	Foretelling.	

a. Forth-telling:	

i. The	Spirit	lays	a	message	on	someone’s	heart	for	an	individual	or	

group.	

ii. This	insight	cuts	to	the	heart,	and	results	in	people	responding	to	the	

insight,	leaving	them	no	doubt	that	God	can	see	what	is	going	on	and	

has	their	lives	in	his	hand.	

iii. Ever	feel	like	the	preacher	in	a	meeting	is	speaking	directly	to	you?	

Maybe	he	is,	prophetically.	

b. Foretelling:	

i. The	Spirit	gives	someone	a	vision	of	the	future.	

ii. We	see	this	is	Acts	11	with	Agabus	who	predicts	a	famine	and	the	

church	responds	with	generosity.		

iii. We	see	Agabus	again	operating	this	gift	in	Acts	21	in	Philip’s	house	

where	he	sees	Paul	being	bound	and	chained.	Interestingly,	he	and	

Paul	disagree	with	the	application	of	that	prophecy.	Philip	sees	it	as	a	

reason	for	Paul	to	not	go	to	Jerusalem.	Paul	receives	it	as	

confirmation	that	suffering	awaits	him	but	doesn’t	see	it	as	restrictive.	

iv. PS	Philip	has	four	daughters	who	prophesy.	Let’s	remember	that.	

6. What	is	big	for	Paul,	is	not	so	much	defining	what	prophecy	is,	but	rather	what	it	is	

for.	It	is	for	the	building	up	of	the	church.	Therefore,	it	must	be	useful	and	helpful	to	

other	people	and	must	be	submitted	in	humility	before	others,	not	trying	to	create	

platform	or	reputation	for	ourselves.	
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7. Also,	Paul	says	this	is	the	one	gift	that	all	Christians	should	ask	for	because	it	is	the	

best	one	for	the	good	of	the	church.	So,	it	is	clear	that	we	should	all	be	asking	God	

for	it.	

	

Okay:	

Tongues	is	a	gift	given	to	the	church	helping	us	to	say	what	we	couldn’t	otherwise	say.	

Prophecy	is	a	gift	given	to	the	church	helping	us	to	see	what	we	couldn’t	otherwise	see.	

	

Let’s	read	the	rest	of	this	text	to	see	how	Paul	applies	this.	

	
26	What	then,	brothers?	When	you	come	together,	each	one	has	a	hymn,	a	lesson,	a	

revelation,	a	tongue,	or	an	interpretation.	Let	all	things	be	done	for	building	up.	27	If	any	

speak	in	a	tongue,	let	there	be	only	two	or	at	most	three,	and	each	in	turn,	and	let	someone	

interpret.	28	But	if	there	is	no	one	to	interpret,	let	each	of	them	keep	silent	in	church	and	

speak	to	himself	and	to	God.	29	Let	two	or	three	prophets	speak,	and	let	the	others	weigh	

what	is	said.	30	If	a	revelation	is	made	to	another	sitting	there,	let	the	first	be	silent.	31	For	you	

can	all	prophesy	one	by	one,	so	that	all	may	learn	and	all	be	encouraged,	32	and	the	spirits	of	

prophets	are	subject	to	prophets.	33	For	God	is	not	a	God	of	confusion	but	of	peace.		

As	in	all	the	churches	of	the	saints,	

	

• There	is	real	and	pertinent	debate	over	how	to	translate	this	sentence	structure.	The	

ESV	ends	the	thought	with	God	being	a	God	of	peace,	and	then	says	as	in	all	the	

churches	of	the	saints.	

• Many	scholars	say	those	are	part	of	the	same	sentence,	saying	that	God	is	a	God	of	

peace	in	their	church	as	he	is	in	the	all	the	churches.	

• Why	does	that	matter?	Keep	reading.	Remember	the	context.	

	

	34	the	women	should	keep	silent	in	the	churches.	For	they	are	not	permitted	to	speak,	but	

should	be	in	submission,	as	the	Law	also	says.	35	If	there	is	anything	they	desire	to	learn,	let	

them	ask	their	husbands	at	home.	For	it	is	shameful	for	a	woman	to	speak	in	church.		
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• We	spent	a	whole	week	in	1	Cor	11	a	few	weeks	ago	outlining	some	positions	of	

gender	complementarity,	and	so	I	don’t	want	to	get	suckered	by	a	side	argument	

this	week.	

• Remember	context	though:	

o Immediate	context	of	the	passage	is	church	service	order.	This	is	important	to	

remember	because	what	we	had	in	Corinth	was	a	free	for	all,	where	people	

were	speaking	in	tongues,	offering	prophecies	and	then	all	critiquing	and	it	

was	creating	chaos.	Paul	is	trying	to	bring	some	order.	

o The	cultural	context	is	one	where	whether	the	audience	was	Jewish,	Greek	or	

Roman,	it	was	shameful	for	a	woman	to	speak	in	an	audience	in	which	a	man	

was	present.	

o The	broader	biblical	context	is	one	where	gender	complementarity	is	

emphasized	again	and	again,	but	Paul	himself	assumes	that	women	would	

prophesy	in	1	Corinthians	11,	it	was	promised	that	gifts	would	be	poured	out	

on	men	and	women,	sons	and	daughters,	and	Paul	himself	partners	with	

women	all	through	his	ministry	in	a	way	that	quite	simply	would	have	been	

impossible	if	they	were	always	publicly	silent.	

o This	is	a	complex	topic.	I	do	hope	to	write	on	it	in	a	more	comprehensive	way	

before	I	leave	you.	

	
36	Or	was	it	from	you	that	the	word	of	God	came?	Or	are	you	the	only	ones	it	has	reached?	
37	If	anyone	thinks	that	he	is	a	prophet,	or	spiritual,	he	should	acknowledge	that	the	things	I	

am	writing	to	you	are	a	command	of	the	Lord.	38	If	anyone	does	not	recognize	this,	he	is	not	

recognized.	39	So,	my	brothers,	earnestly	desire	to	prophesy,	and	do	not	forbid	speaking	in	

tongues.	40	But	all	things	should	be	done	decently	and	in	order.2		

	

	

	

																																																								
2	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

14:26–40.	
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Order	in	the	church	is	a	gift	given	by	the	church	so	that	others	can	hear	and	see	the	Gospel	

1. So,	there	are	gifts	given	to	the	church,	but	then	the	church	is	given	as	a	gift	to	the	

world,	and	one	of	the	ways	that	the	church	can	show	herself	as	a	gift	is	through	

having	order	in	her	gatherings,	so	that	when	unbelievers	are	in	our	midst,	they	are	

comfortably	uncomfortable.	

2. Here	at	BBC:	

a. Want	to	have	an	elder	and	the	service	anchor	in	the	front	row	throughout	

the	service.	

b. If	you	feel	the	Spirit	asking	you	to	share	something	with	the	body,	then	share	

it	with	them.	

c. It	must	be	submitted	in	humility	and	accepting	that	there	may	be	a	variety	of	

responses:	

i. Go	for	it.	

ii. Can	I	think	and	pray	and	consult?	

iii. Can	I	share	it	on	your	behalf?	

iv. Can	we	share	that	at	another	time?	

v. We	don’t	think	that	is	for	us	right	now.	

	

	

Conclusion:	

• What	a	gracious	God	we	have.	

• He	gives	us	gifts	which	are	beyond	what	we	alone	can	do,	and	he	gives	us	

communities	in	which	those	gifts	than	operate	and	function	and	bless	us	and	bless	

others.	

• When	we	don’t	have	words,	he	gives	us	tongues.	

• When	we	cannot	see,	he	gives	us	prophecy.	

• When	we	can’t	follow	him,	he	gives	us	his	wonderful	Spirit.	

• And	because	we	can’t	be	good,	he	gives	us	His	Son.	

• Then	he	asks	the	church	to	make	sure	that	we	behave	in	such	a	way	that	that	

message	of	rescue	can	get	to	others.	


