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Messy	Grace	-	Part	28	

3	September	2017	

“Resurrection	Reaction”	

BBC	AM	and	PM	

	

Proposition	Statement:	

	

Jesus	was	resurrected,	which	means	that	we	will	be	resurrected,	which	should	change	the	

way	we	live	now.	

	

Intro:	

• Sanibonani,	Dumela,	Howzit.	Good	to	see	you	all	again.	

• We	are	nearing	the	finish	line	of	our	journey	through	1	Corinthians.	Hope	it’s	been	as	

fun	for	you	as	it	has	for	us.	

• Throughout	1	Corinthians,	Paul	has	been	responding	to	some	stuff	that	he	has	heard	

about	in	the	church	in	Corinth.	He	had	planted	the	church,	but	had	received	some	

correspondence	from	people	in	the	church	that	they	were	struggling	with	some	

issues.	

• He	has	had	to	correct	them	on:	

o Unity	

o Apostolic	authority	

o Cultural	freedom	

o Marriage,	Divorce	and	Singleness	

o The	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	

• Now	as	he	wraps	up,	he	wants	to	speak	to	them	about	a	big	issue	where	he	has	

heard	that	they	are	failing	to	live	out	what	they	should	believe	as	Christians.	The	

Resurrection.	

• None	of	the	preceding	world	views	that	would	have	influenced	Corinth,	or	indeed	

the	rest	of	the	Roman	empire	believed	in	bodily	resurrection.	Romans	and	Greeks	

either	didn’t	believe	in	one	at	all,	or	believed	in	a	ghostly,	Spirit-based	grey	and	

weird	existence.	The	Jews	in	the	church	wouldn’t	have	believed	in	a	bodily	
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resurrection	either.	They	either	would	have	believed	in	nothing,	or	again	in	a	holding	

place	for	ghosts	and	the	spirits	of	the	dead.		

• Then	Jesus	ruined	everything.	He	rose.	Bodily.	He	was	seen	by	500	eye	witnesses.	He	

ate	with	people.	They	touched	him.	He	was	alive	in	a	new	and	glorious	sort	of	body.	

• Because	of	that,	Christianity	at	its	essence	was	and	is	a	resurrection	based	belief.	In	

fact,	Paul	says	at	the	start	of	1	Corinthians	15	that	the	death	and	resurrection	of	

Jesus	is	of	FIRST	IMPORTANCE!	

• But	some	in	Corinth	still	didn’t	believe	in	a	bodily	resurrection.	In	the	text	this	week	

and	next	week,	he	is	going	to	correct	them,	and	us.	

o Some	of	us	today	don’t	yet	believe	in	a	resurrection.	

o Some	of	us	believe,	but	live	as	if	this	world	is	all	there	is.	

o Some	of	us	believe,	but	live	as	if	this	world	then	doesn’t	matter.	

• We	are	obsessed	with	what	happens	in	the	life	to	come	and	we	have	no	real	way	to	

test	it	(outside	of	Jesus).	By	far	the	most	popular	narratives	of	our	day	are	based	on	

life	after	death.	Zombies,	vampires,	ghosts.	

• Next	week,	we	will	talk	about	how	we	won’t	be	like	any	of	those	things.	This	week,	

Paul	is	going	to	focus	on	why	the	discussion	matters.	

• Please	turn	with	me	to	1	Corinthians	15:12.	

	

Passage	and	Main	Points:	

	
12	Now	if	Christ	is	proclaimed	as	raised	from	the	dead,	how	can	some	of	you	say	that	there	is	

no	resurrection	of	the	dead?	13	But	if	there	is	no	resurrection	of	the	dead,	then	not	even	

Christ	has	been	raised.	14	And	if	Christ	has	not	been	raised,	then	our	preaching	is	in	vain	and	

your	faith	is	in	vain.	15	We	are	even	found	to	be	misrepresenting	God,	because	we	testified	

about	God	that	he	raised	Christ,	whom	he	did	not	raise	if	it	is	true	that	the	dead	are	not	

raised.	16	For	if	the	dead	are	not	raised,	not	even	Christ	has	been	raised.	17	And	if	Christ	has	

not	been	raised,	your	faith	is	futile	and	you	are	still	in	your	sins.	18	Then	those	also	who	have	

fallen	asleep	in	Christ	have	perished.	19	If	in	Christ	we	have	hope	in	this	life	only,	we	are	of	all	

people	most	to	be	pitied.		
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• I	love	and	appreciate	the	logic	flow	of	Paul.	He	starts	by	saying,	okay,	if	we	follow	the	

logic	of	your	belief,	then	here	is	what	we	get.	

• It	is	a	powerful	tool.	So,	he	starts	with	a	big	claim:	

	

1. Without	the	Resurrection,	Following	Jesus	is	Pointless:	

	

• Now	some	might	think	that	this	is	extreme,	but	it	is	true.	Many	people	view	

Christianity	as	decent	worldview	to	hold	to	even	without	the	miraculous	stuff.	I	see	

this	a	lot	in	people’s	choice	of	schooling,	by	placing	kids	in	Christian	schools	even	if	

they	don’t	believe	Christianity’s	central	claim.	

• But	Paul	says,	forget	everything	else	for	a	sec.	If	there	isn’t	a	bodily	resurrection,	

then	this	entire	worldview	loses	its	center.	

• Why?	

	

a. Jesus	was	never	raised	

i. At	the	center	of	our	faith	lies	one	claim.	Jesus	was	raised	from	the	

dead.	

ii. If	he	did,	then	he	must	be	worshipped.	If	he	didn’t,	then	he	should	be	

erased	from	the	history	books	as	a	lunatic	who	consistently	said	that	

he	would.	

iii. Look	at	how	Paul	elsewhere	builds	theology	around	this	claim.	In	

Colossians	1:18	Paul	writes	“He	is	also	the	head	of	the	body,	the	

church;	he	is	the	beginning,	the	firstborn	from	the	dead,	so	that	he	

might	come	to	have	first	place	in	everything.”	In	other	words,	the	

reason	why	Christ	has	pre-eminence	is	because	he	was	raised	from	

the	dead.	

iv. Friends,	when	I	encounter	people	struggling	with	faith,	and	indeed	

when	I	struggle,	this	is	the	claim	that	I	come	back	to.	

v. Was	he	raised?	If	no,	then	ignore	him.	If	yes,	then	worship	him	with	

all	you	have.	
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b. The	bible	isn’t	true	

i. Paul	says	in	verse	14	that	if	Christ	wasn’t	raised	then	they	have	been	

misrepresenting	God,	and	this	book	in	my	hands	therefore	falls	apart.	

ii. The	resurrection	is	like	the	binding	that	holds	this	book	together.	

iii. Without	it,	the	prophecies	pointing	to	the	King	remain	unfulfilled.	

Without	it,	the	testimonies	about	the	resurrection	of	that	King	

become	myth.	Without	it,	the	theologies	built	around	the	power	of	

that	King	become	deceit.	Without	it,	the	hope	we	have	in	the	return	

of	that	King	becomes	a	delusion.	

iv. Now,	that	might	not	be	a	big	blow	for	all	of	us	as	we	will	undoubtedly	

have	different	levels	of	dependence	on	this	book	in	this	room,	but	for	

a	Christian,	this	is	our	true	north	on	all	matters	of	faith	and	life.	

v. What	would	we	turn	to	without	it?	In	an	era	of	subjectivity	and	fake	

news,	where	would	we	turn?	

vi. John	6.	To	whom	would	we	go?	

	

c. Sin	is	not	forgiven	

i. If	Jesus	did	not	rise	from	the	dead	then	we	are	still	dead	in	our	sin	and	

our	sins	could	not	 truly	be	 forgiven.	 In	his	commentary	on	 this	 John	

Stott	says	“If	Jesus	stayed	dead,	there	are	only	two	possible	conclusions:	

either	he	was	not	the	sinless	person	everyone	thought	him	to	be	and	his	

death	marked	his	 final	 separation	 from	God;	or	he	might	have	been	

without	personal	sin,	but	his	attempts	to	atone	for	the	sin	of	the	world	

by	his	death	did	not	meet	with	divine	approval”.	In	other	words,	God	

approved	Jesus’	work	on	the	cross	for	the	forgiven	of	our	sins,	by	raising	

him	 from	 the	 dead.	 Jesus’	 resurrection	 was	 a	 valediction	 of	 his	

crucifixion.		

ii. If	the	righteousness	of	Christ	isn’t	what	I	get	to	depend	on,	then	the	

only	hope	I	have	for	me,	is	me.	That	might	not	be	an	issue	for	you,	but	

that	is	terrifying	for	me.	

iii. I	want	an	advocate	to	stand	between	me	and	a	Holy	God.	I	need	some	

sort	of	assurance	that	my	repeat	sins	can	be	an	in	fact	are	forgiven.	
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Outside	of	a	resurrected	Christ,	I	need	some	sort	of	scale	tipping	

Karma,	and	gosh	I	am	not	persuaded	that	I	will	be	good	enough	for	

that.	

	

d. There	is	no	hope	beyond	the	grave	

i. Paul	says	in	verse	18	that	those	who	have	fallen	asleep	in	Christ	have	

perished.	

ii. This	might	get	our	attention	the	most,	because	death	has	a	100%	

success	rate	and	so	we	all	know	that	we	will	die,	in	fact	in	his	painful	

work	“A	Grief	Observed”,	CS	Lewis	said	that	“Time	itself	is	one	more	

name	for	death”.	We	know	that	we	will	die	but	we	wrestle	to	think	

that	when	we	do	that,	that	will	be	that.		

iii. In	addition,	we	have	all	lost	someone	who	has	died.	I	stand	at	enough	

grave	sides	to	know	that	no	one	in	that	moment	finds	any	sense	of	

comfort	to	think	that	the	person	is	just	over.	No	one.	It	makes	our	

lives	so	futile.	

	

e. Christians	are	dumb	and	naïve	

i. This	might	be	your	moment	to	amen.		

ii. Paul	says	in	verse	19	that	if	there	is	no	resurrection	then	Christians	

are	of	all	people	most	to	be	pitied.	

iii. The	world	would	rightly	look	at	this	gathering	and	say,	“shame”.	They	

don’t	know	any	better.	They	believe	in	a	dead	God	come	to	life.	That’s	

why	they	gather	together	and	love	each	other	and	pursue	holiness	

and	serve	the	poor	and	stay	committed	to	their	families	and	subject	

themselves	to	servanthood.	

	

• BUT…..	

	
20	But	in	fact	Christ	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,	the	firstfruits	of	those	who	have	fallen	

asleep.	21	For	as	by	a	man	came	death,	by	a	man	has	come	also	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	
22	For	as	in	Adam	all	die,	so	also	in	Christ	shall	all	be	made	alive.	23	But	each	in	his	own	order:	
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Christ	the	firstfruits,	then	at	his	coming	those	who	belong	to	Christ.	24	Then	comes	the	end,	

when	he	delivers	the	kingdom	to	God	the	Father	after	destroying	every	rule	and	every	

authority	and	power.	25	For	he	must	reign	until	he	has	put	all	his	enemies	under	his	feet.	
26	The	last	enemy	to	be	destroyed	is	death.	27	For	“God	has	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	

his	feet.”	But	when	it	says,	“all	things	are	put	in	subjection,”	it	is	plain	that	he	is	excepted	

who	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	him.	28	When	all	things	are	subjected	to	him,	then	the	

Son	himself	will	also	be	subjected	to	him	who	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	him,	that	God	

may	be	all	in	all.		

2. Since	There	is	a	Resurrection,	Following	Jesus	is	Everything:	

a. We	will	rise	like	Jesus	

i. Oh	man,	this	is	big.	Jesus	is	the	first	fruits.	He	is	a	resurrection	

prototype.	We	will	rise	and	we	will	rise	like	our	friend	and	King.	

ii. This	ought	to	be	of	great	encouragement	to	us.	In	1	John	3:2,	John	says	

“Dear	friends,	we	are	God’s	children	now,	and	what	we	will	be	has	not	

yet	been	revealed.	We	know	that	when	he	appears,	we	will	be	like	him	

because	we	will	see	him	as	he	is”	When	we	see	Jesus	we	will	be	just	like	

him	and	see	him	in	all	his	glory.	We	will	not	be	able	to	do	that	in	this	

our	mortal	bodies.	We	have	to	have	resurrected	bodies	just	like	Jesus’	

resurrected	body	in	order	to	see	him	as	he	is	in	all	his	glory.		

b. We	are	no	longer	under	Adam’s	curse	of	sin	and	death	

i. The	power	of	the	resurrection	isn’t	just	for	the	life	beyond	this	one,	it	

is	for	this	one	too!	

ii. Paul	continually	builds	on	an	argument	in	his	epistles	that	basically	

states	that	there	are	only	two	kinds	of	people	in	this	world.	Those	that	

are	in	Adam,	and	those	that	are	in	Christ.	Everyone	is	born	in	the	

family	of	Adam,	but	those	that	are	born	again,	get	reborn	into	the	

family	of	Christ.	

iii. Paul	articulates	in	Romans	5:12	“12	Therefore,	just	as	sin	came	into	the	

world	through	one	man,	and	death	through	sin,	and	so	death	spread	to	

all	men	because	all	sinned”.	Through	Adam,	sin	entered	the	world.	The	

wages	of	sin	is	death	and	therefore	everyone	dies	because	everyone	
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sins,	because	everyone	is	under	the	curse	of	sin.	The	curse	of	Adam	is	

the	curse	of	sin.		

iv. This	is	massive.	Because	of	the	resurrection	of	Christ,	we	are	no	

longer	under	sins	curse.	It	won’t	be	able	to	kill	us	and	it	won’t	be	able	

to	master	un	any	more.	This	doesn’t	mean	that	we	won’t	sin,	it	just	

means	that	we	don’t	have	to,	and	we	won’t	have	to	pay	for	it	when	

we	do.	

c. We	belong	to	God’s	advancing	Kingdom	

i. In	verses	24	and	25,	Paul	speaks	about	how	Christ	is	bringing	all	things	

under	his	rule,	reign	and	authority.		

ii. Everything	is	being	brought	beneath	his	feet,	because	he	walked	out	

of	the	grave.	Everything.	

iii. It	can	feel	at	times	-	both	personally	and	collectively	-	as	if	our	

Christianity	is	a	shrinking	and	fading	thing.	We	can	feel	like	we	are	

going	backwards	against	sin	in	our	lives,	and	we	can	feel	like	we	are	

retreating	into	a	smaller	sector	of	a	dying	world.	

iv. That’s	when	we	need	to	remember	that	our	Lord	kicked	death	in	the	

teeth	and	right	now	is	busy	in	his	work	of	bringing	about	his	perfect	

rule	and	reign.	He	is	doing	that	in	the	world.	He	is	doing	that	in	us.	

And	he	won’t	stop	until	it	is	done.	

	

• Let’s	read	on.	

	
29	Otherwise,	what	do	people	mean	by	being	baptized	on	behalf	of	the	dead?	If	the	dead	are	

not	raised	at	all,	why	are	people	baptized	on	their	behalf?	

	

• Paul	addressing	but	not	approving	of	an	activity	that	was	prevalent	in	Corinth.	He	is	

exposing	their	hypocrisy.	

• Paul	can	be	tough	to	understand	-	2	Peter	3.	

• Perspicuity	as	an	interpretive	principle.	Use	what	is	clear	in	scripture	to	interpret	

what	is	unclear.	
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	30	Why	are	we	in	danger	every	hour?	31	I	protest,	brothers,	by	my	pride	in	you,	which	I	have	

in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord,	I	die	every	day!	32	What	do	I	gain	if,	humanly	speaking,	I	fought	with	

beasts	at	Ephesus?	If	the	dead	are	not	raised,	“Let	us	eat	and	drink,	for	tomorrow	we	die.”	
33	Do	not	be	deceived:	“Bad	company	ruins	good	morals.”	34	Wake	up	from	your	drunken	

stupor,	as	is	right,	and	do	not	go	on	sinning.	For	some	have	no	knowledge	of	God.	I	say	this	

to	your	shame.1		

3. In	Response	to	Our	Certain	Resurrection:	

a. We	live	lives	of	meaningful	sacrifice	

i. Paul	looks	at	his	life	through	the	lenses	of	not	having	a	resurrection	

and	concludes	that	it	would	be	a	very	stupid	way	to	live.	

ii. If	this	life	is	all	there	is,	then	we	must	pursue	our	best	life	now,	and	

that	means	that	we	really	ought	to	avoid	sacrifice	and	suffering.	

iii. Why	did	Paul	risk	his	life	against	the	crazed	protestors	in	Ephesus?	

Why	does	he	put	his	own	desires	to	death	every	day?	Why	is	he	

experiencing	poverty	and	shipwreck	and	heartache	in	order	to	

advance	the	gospel?	

iv. If	there	is	no	resurrection,	then	we	should	just	klap	it	today.	Eat	and	

drink	for	tomorrow	we	die.	

v. But	Scripture	speaks	of	something	else.	Revelation	14:13	says,	

“Blessed	are	the	dead	who	die	in	the	Lord	from	now	on.”	“Blessed	

indeed,”	says	the	Spirit,	“that	they	may	rest	from	their	labors,	for	their	

deeds	follow	them!”	

vi. You	can	sacrifice	now.	You	get	it	all	then.	

	

	

	

	

																																																								
1	The	Holy	Bible:	English	Standard	Version	(Wheaton:	Standard	Bible	Society,	2016),	1	Co	

15:12–34.	
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b. We	live	lives	of	valuable	holiness	

i. Paul	has	a	very	present	reality	to	this	future	concept.	Wake	up	from	

your	drunken	stupor	and	do	not	go	on	sinning!	

ii. The	certainty	of	the	resurrection	body	means	that	our	fight	against	sin	

in	the	here	and	now	matters.	

	

	

Conclusion:	

• Friends,	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead,	which	means:	

o Your	faith	isn’t	futile	

o Your	bible	can	be	trusted	

o Your	sins	can	be	forgiven	

o There	is	hope	for	us	beyond	the	grave	

o He	is	bringing	all	things	under	his	authority	

• Friends,	we	too	will	rise	from	the	dead,	which	means:	

o Our	fight	against	sin	matters	and	will	soon	be	over	

o Our	sacrifices	of	service	will	be	rewarded	

o We	can	live	with	an	eternal	hope,	for	

o The	author	of	our	faith	will	soon	be	before	our	eyes	

	

		

	


